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FOREWORD 


The present catalogue on the Iksvaku coins is No. 5 in the revised Andhra Pradesh Government 
Museum Series. The Andhra Pradesh Archaeological Museum has a rich hoard of coins representing 
all dynasties of Andhra Desa. It is the intention of the Department to bring out scientific catalogues 
of the coins of each dynasty. We brought out catalogues on the Punch-Marked coins, the SatavBhana 
coins and the Qutubshahi coins last year, and this year we have brought out a catalogue on the Vijayanagar 
coins. The present publication on the Iksvaku coins is of the same series. Another catalogue on the 
Western Ksatrpu coins. Visnakuntlin coins and a special catalogue on the 8,000 Punch-Marked coins 
of Amaravati will be published very shortly. Next year a catalogue of the Eastern ChBlukyan dynasty, 
a catalogue of the coins of miscellaneous medieval dynasties like the Yodavas, HoysBlas etc. along with a 
catalogue of the coins of the Bahmcinis, the Moghals and the Asafjahis will be brought out. With this, 
the coins of all dynasties of Andhra Pradesh would have been covered. 

Dr. R. Subrahmanyam is a well-known scholar in archaeology and history, and needs no 
introduction. He was in charge of the extensive excavations at NBgBrjunakonda for four or five years 
which have brought to light very important and interesting facts about the Ikrvaku kings. It is there¬ 
fore quite fitting that he should have undertaken the task of writing the catalogue of the Iksvaku coins 
of the Andhra Pradesh Government Museum, Hyderabad. 

Last year while casually camping at Ongole, 1 came upon this hoard of coins, with the Sub- 
Collector, and was able to retrieve it immediately. On examination it was found to be a hoard of the 
coins of the Iksvakus. This is the only hoard of the Iksvakus that we possess in the Government Archaeo¬ 
logical Museum. But the hoard is quite representative and gives typological specimens of all the kings 
of the Iksvakus. 

My deep and grateful thanks are due to Dr. R. Subrahmanyam for having undretaken this 
work in such a short time in spite of his numero us other multifarious duties. 

My thanks are also due to J.P.L. Gwynn Esq. I.C.S.,. Secretary to Government, Education 
Department who has been consistently taking a keen interest in the publications of the Department of 
Archaeology and the Museum. 

I must also express my thanks to Messers. N. C. S. Venkatachari and N.C.S. Parthasarathy 
Managing Partners of the Ajanta Printers, Hyderabad who have printed this book so neatly and 
nicely. They have printed quite a number of our other publications and the standard of their work 
is as high as ever. 


Hydcrabad-Dn. ) 

1-2-1962 j 


N. Ramesan. 



PREFACE 


The exact names and denominations of ancient Indian coins and the standards followed by 
them are very difficult to ascertain. Literary tradition as contained in Mann and Yajnavalkya 1 also 
supply us some interesting information about the weights and measures and tables of weight ratios for 
grid, silver and copper coinage. But considerable difficulty is experienced by scholais when they attempt 
to use this information to understand the problems connected with Indian Numismatics. It appears 
that in Ancient India, as in modern times, there was no uniformity in standard of weights followed in 
different districts but, underlying this diversity, certain broad principles cn weights and measures were 
formulated which seem to have had universal application. 2 Inscriptions 3 refer to coins issued by ruling 
kings at different periods and the rates of interest that accrued on sums of money invested in commercial 
undertakings, etc. 

Further the coins discovered are of different types and have on them variety of symbols, the 
origins and significance of which are still shrouded in mystery. Rapson is of opinion that these devices 
were used as indications of locality, dynasty or personal likings of the sovereign who issued the coins 4 
while Father H. Heras saw in them the heraldry of ancient Indian ruling dynasties. These local varieties 
differ from each other by their type and the peculiarity of metal, fabric or form underlying all these 
varieties, there are certain devices like Chailya and the Ujjain symbols, which occur on almost all types 
of coins, presumably because they were characteristic feature of the dynasty. This Ujjain symbol was so 
named by General A. Cunningham because of its frequent occurrence on. the coins found at Ujjain in 
Malwa, a nomenclature which has become! obsolete in the light of discoveries made in subsequent 

periods. This symbol consists of a cross, having each of its arms terminated by a ball or circle, the 
whole being usually surmounted by a crescent on Nandipada symbol. The meaning of this 
symbol has been interpreted by different scholars in different ways. The explanation given by 
Sri C. Sivaramamurthy that the four stones represent the four oceans ( Chatumdudhi) which engirdle 
the land over which the king who was issuing the coinage was supreme over-lord appears to be 
convincing. 

The problem of study of south Indian coinage has received little attention until recent times-. 
After Rapson and Smith few people have devoted themselves to the study of south Indian coins. 


1. J.N.S.I., Vol. XVIII, Part II, p. 143 ff., Dr. V. S. Agrawala, ‘Coin Data in the Mahabharata', Ibid, Vol. XV, 
Part I, p. 27 ff., ‘Ancient coins as known to Panini;' J.N.S.I., Vol. XV, Part I, p. 1 ff.. Dr. A.S. Altekar, ‘Origin and Early 
History of Coinage in Ancient India’. 

2. Rapson, Catalogue of Indian Coins, Andhra Western KshStrapas. 

3. Senart, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VIII, p.78; Ushavadata ; Nasik Cave Inscriptions, see also A.S.W.I., IV, p.99, pl.t ii 5. 

4. Rapson, Catalogue of Indian Coins. 



Vi 


Though discoveries of numerous hoards of coins have been reported particularly from Andhra Deia 
our knowledge of Andhra numismatics has been very imperfect. It is gratifyingto note tnat a systematic 
study of the coins of early south Indian dynasties like SBtavahanas has been done by Dr.M. Rama Rao 
and it is therefore in the fitness of things that we should take up the st udy of the -oins of the successors of 
SBtavBhanas in Andhra. Hence this venture. 

Of the successors of &atavahanas who rose to power in coastal Andhra Deia, the dynasty of 
Iksvakus with their capital at Sriparvata Vijayapuri (present NBgBrjunakovda in Guntur district) is veiy 
prominent. A study of the coinage of IksvBku dynasty based on the Ongole hoard therefore forms the 
subject matter of this monograph. 

During the excavations conducted at NagBrjunakonda by Messers. A. H. Longhurst, H. Quraishi 
and T.N. Ramachandran and others between 1926-47 some lead coins were found besides stray discoveries 
and surface finds by interested coin collectors. But no attempts were made by anybody to study and 
describe them systematically. 

The coins of Iksvakus are all of lead and the symbols used by them arc so simple and familiar 
that they present no complications in their study and interpretations. in view of the soft nature of the 
metal used for the currency, the ; e is much wear and tear and naturally the coins under study present 
only incomplete legends and sometimes even obliterated or even mutilated devices. As political [succ¬ 
essors to the SBtavahanas, in their dominions, the Iksvakus seem to have adopted and even appropriated 
the e.ephant symbol of their erstwhile overlords, while in the legend portions, though they were also 
matriarchal unlike the SatavBliams, they have dropped the matronomics and used only the proper name of 
the ruling king prefixed by the honorific Sri or Siri. The Ujjain symbol consisting of four circles with or 
without central fillets, connected by a cross, usually met with in the & BtavBhana coins, is invariably 
seen on the reverse of these coins also. 

In the following pages an attempt is made to study the coins, their symbols and legends, besides 
sketching a short history of Iksvaku dynasty mainly based on the coins under review and inscriptions 
discovered at NagBrjunakonda during the recent excavations conducted by the author Detailed 
description of individual coins of different types, as well as a note on the nomenclature of undent 
Ikfvaku coins mentioned in Inscriptions is also added. 


• • 1 ® m § rateful *° Sn N. Ramesan,M.A. : i.a.s., Director of Archaeology, Andhra Pradesh for 

giving me the opportunity to study them and for undertaking to publish the same under Andhra Pradesh 
Government Museum Series. I must also express my grateful thanks to Dr. B.B. Lai, of the Archaeolo¬ 
gical Survey of India for readily helping me in getting the coins cleaned and furnishing me with the 
^chnical report on these coins. Shxi Bajpai, Technical Assistant of the Department of Archaeology 
and Shri K.S. Mam, Photographer for their help in preparing the plates, etc. ^ 


1-2-1962 


R. Subrahmanyam 
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accepted as the earliest records of the Pallavas, though difference of opinion exists among the scholrns* 
with regard to their actual dating. Prof Dubreuil 1 assigns & ivaskandavarman of these records to A.I>- 
250-275 while Dr. D.C. Sircar 2 3 puts Sivaskandavamum in the first qua ter of the 4th century A.JO - 
According to Dr. D.C. Sircar, there is the linguistic difference between the grants of Sivaskandttvarnictt* 
and the records of the IksvSkus, like the SatavUhana grants and early Prakrit inscriptions of Ik?v&k tJ 
records (excepting the record of the last known king,Epigraphia Indica, Vo!. XXI, pp. 62) express com¬ 
pound consonants by single letters. The Mayidav&Iu and Hirahadagclli grants of & ivaskandavarma /* 
on the other hand express them in many cases by two letters. Thougn the grants of Sivenkanduvarnuntt 
are in Prakrit, the legend on the seals of both the grants are written in Sanskrit. The Hirahadugaf /* 
grant moreover ends in a Mangala which is also written in Sanskrit. This linguistic difference cleat ly 
points to th* fact that there was an interval between the reign of the former and that of the latter. 
Consequently Sivaskandavarman could not have ruled much earlier than the beginning of tlio 
4th century A.D. 

The introduction of Sanskrit as state language in south of India can .now be precisely dated 
with reference to the records of the Iksvaku king Ehavala ChUmtamUla discovered at Naqarjunakond m . 
The records of Ehavala dated in his 2nd year are in Prakrit whereas those from 11 th year ai e found i 1t 
Sanskrit . Naturally it is to be inferred that Sanskrit replaced, Prakrit as a stale language during 
this period ?,e. sometime between 272 and 281 A.D. We find expression of compound consonant h 
in double letters both in the records of ChGmtamttla - II and his son Rudrapurisadatta . The record k 
further show prominent Prakrit influence though instances of highly developed liteiary Sanskrit 
verses were also not wanting. In view of these above facts, it is difficult to agree with Dr. Sircar's 
contention that the rise of the Pal lavas to power should be dated sometime early in the 44 In 
century A.D. 

Pal lava armies under YuvamahSrSja $ ivaskandavarman marched against Rudrapuri§adatUt - 
The latter proved no equal match to the Pallava conqueror. Iksvaku territories woic ovenun and 
annexed to the kingdom of the Pallavas. Perhaps signifying this incidents Mayidavdlu chartci was 
issued by the victorious Pallava prince. Rudrapurisadatta however maintained a semblance of 
power sometime more as the provenance of the coins under review would indicate. 

The final extinction of IksvUku power from Sriparvitta and Vijayapuri is again shrouded i n 
obscurity. In this connection the Talagonda 3 inscription of the Kadamha rulers seems to throw some 
light on the issue. According to this record, Mayuraiarman was prosecuting his Vedic studies at 
K&nchfpura when he was drawn into a quarrel with Pallavas (AsvasamasthQna kalahena) which’ Kcilhorit 
thinks was in connection with the Asvamedha sacrifice, and was ill-treated. Maymrasarnmn , whose 
pride was wounded by the treatment meted out to him and along with him to the Bmhnuma communi t y 
took a vow to avenge this insult. He “unsheathed a flaming swo,rd eager to conquer the world 1 **, 
defeated the frontier guards of the Pallava kings (antahplm PaIlav-=endrSnam) and established himself 
at Sriparvata. His power gradually increased and Pallava king of Ranchi was compelled not only to 

recognize his position as a ruler but also to take him into his service and honour him with Pattahandfia ~ 

sampuja. 

1. Ancient History of Deccan, p. 55 ff. 

2. Successors of SstavahanHs, p. 174 ff. 

3. Epigraph^ Camatica VoL VIH, 200 ff. 
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Chapter I 


ONGOLE TREASURE TROVE 

DISCOVERY AND DESCRIPTION 

A treasure-trove consisting of lead coins with 21 pieces of pottery, perhaps belonging to the 
container in which these coins were stored, was received in the office of the Director of Archaeology, 
Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, on31st August,1960. No details about the find-spot or the circumstances 
leading tothe discovery of the treasure-trove, however, were furnished by the Revenue Officials who 
forwarded this parcel to the Director of Archaeology. It is however known that this treasuer-trove 
was found in some village in OngSle Taluk of the Guntur district though the exact name of the village or 
the person by whom this was discovered could not be ascertained by the Sub-Collector, Ongcle. They 
have been forwarded to me by the Director of Archaeology, Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, for preparation 
of descriptive Catalogue of the coins. The treasure-trove contains 277 coins, of which three were 
received by me in a damaged condition. These broken coins are not being illustrated in the catalogue. 
The rest of the coins were got cleaned in the laboratory of the Archaeological Chemist at Dehra Dun. 
After cleaning, it was noticed that of the 274 coins, 111 contained legends of the kings who issued these 
coins in a fairly legible condition, 42 have the legends but the readings are doubtful, while the rest 
121 are illegible. 

Generally speaking, the condition of preservation of these coins can be said to be fair. No 
coin containing the full legend has been however met with. The shapes of the coins also are not regular. 
This variation in shapes may perhaps be due to wear and tear of the coins while in circulation. These 
coins should have been originally circular with a diameter of more than half an inch. In their worn-out 
condition at present, the coins have a diameter of .6". Their weight is also not uniform. The following 
table shows at a glance the size and the weight of coins of each type : 
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Type 

Size 

Weight 

No. of coins 

Max. - min. was. hi grains 

Type I 

.S’] 

50—40 


12 

50 40 grains 


.7 j 





Type II 

.6") 

90—80 

11 




.7T 

80—70 

nil! 





70—60 

3{- 

64 

96 .30 grains 



60—50 

12 J 





50—40 

29' 





40—30 

19 j 



Type in 

■Kl 

. 70—60 

2 1 




.7 ; 

60—50 

91 

29 

62 30 grains 



50 -40 

11 1 





40—30 

7 l 



Type IY 

.6"] 

60—50 

11 

6 

50 33 grains 


t- 

50—40 

4 1 , 




.rj 

40—30 

O 



Doubtful 

• 6 1 

70—60 

3y 




.7'j- 

60—50 

6j 





50—40 

19h 

42 

68 .23 grains 



40—30 

12 i 





30—20 

2 J 




From the above table it is clear that the average size of the coin was .65" in diameter and the 
normal weight was about 50 grains. Occurrence of coins weighing mo e arc stray ami can be classified 
as abnormal varieties. 


These are all invariably cast coins the orginal moulds for which were peshups of te 1 raeolla. 1 
By and large all these lead coins are crude, devoid of all beauty and artistic merit and as remarked by 
Dr. V. A. Smith they are “interesting primarily as a document of dynastic histo.y”. 2 


A remarkable teature of them is that they show many variations in t heir design particularly 
in the script and the form ol the elephant on the obverse. The reverse is most commonly used for the 
so-called “Ujjain Symbol” quite familiar to us from the punch-marked coins and other coinages of 
northern India. This symbol consisting of four circles with or without central pellet connected by a 
cross is generally seen on these coins without the surmounted Niuidipada. Some times due to the varving 
posiuonsofthemarksonthemouldinwhichthesearecast, the symbol is not shown complete and instances 
01 ° V eiiappnig ’ P er5ia P s due t0 ba d or careless casting are also not wanting (sec coin No. 139). 


h«i,r« L rf clrculart = rrac °‘ ta C01n m0 “ ld was discovered at NagSrjimako^a containing the symbols of Chaitva with arches, 
besides a slit opening along the margin for the excess metal to escape. The end of the circle was slightly raised into rim 
so that the coin letter out of this mould could be a neat Circle. 8 y 10 


2. Catalogue of corns in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, Vol. I, Oxford p 2<W 
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The symbol of elephant on the obverse is crude and disproportionate; shows considerable 
variety of pose-standing, walking, or advancing with the trunk uplifted or lowered, generally facing 
right. The entire body of the elephant is very rarely shown within the circle while the head with th e 
uplifted trunk is usually seen placed near the margin as if the elephant has just entered the circle of 
the coin (see No. 60-61), Care was also not taken in coupling the obverse and reverse moulds so 
much so the representation of the devices are not in any specific fixed orientation. 

It is curious to notice that the Iksvakus during whose regime plastic art in Andhra had seached 
the acme of perfection, did not bestow any care in designing and minting of their coinage. The sculpture 
of Nagarjunakonda with its varied representation of human and animal figures is superb, and the 
sculptors exhibit their remarkable study of human and animal anatomy. Against this background it 
is rather difficult to explain the crude, unrealistic and disproportionate representation of the elephant 
on the coinage of Iksvakus.' 

Besides the elephant there is a single coin perhaps belonging to &ri Chdmtamula , with 
symbol of a horse standing. The legend is very hazy but with some difficulty it can be read. Though 
it is too much to postulate any theory on the basis of a solitary coin, it may not be unreasonable to 
surmise that Chdmtamula also, emulating the practice of the contemporary monarchs of the period, 
issued special coinage with horse representation, viz., Aivamedha type symbolising his victories 
and establishment of a prosperous kingdom and performance of an AsvamSdha 1 2 sacrifice. This 
finds corroboration in the epigraphical records of the reign of &rfvirapurisadatta from Nagarjunakonda , 
wherein Chdmtamula his father is invariably referred to as an A&vame dhaySjin, The paucity of this 
type of coins however needs a satisfactory explanation. Can it be that these were minted and issued 
for the occasion to symbolize the function? 

The legend containing the name of the king who issued the coinage appears to have been 
engraved along the rim of the coin immediately above the elephant symbol, starting from the tail 
portion and running round. Unfortunately the inscription is preserved only in part, i.e. the section 
above the elephant symbol. No traces of any legend are to be seen in the portion below or in 
front of the elephant on the coin. 

Naturally the legends on these coins are fragmentary and incomplete but from the available 
letters it is not difficult to reconstruct the complete legend. The script used is BrShmi of the period. 
It is interesting to note in this connection that exigencies of space have affected the form of some of 
the letters and this perhaps explains the variations in the script. The Palae©graphical chart (printed 
elsewuere) will give at a glance the forms of different letters found on the coins as well as the script of 
the period, noticed on the stone inscriptions from Nagarjunakonda. A comparison of these will reveal 
that the execution of the legend portions on the coins is also not artistic and devoid of all ornamental 
flourishes for which the BrShmi script of Iksvakus is famous. 

1. The Iksvakus seem to have appropriated the elephant symbol of the SatavOhanas, their overlords. The elephant 
symbol on the coinage of ChSmtamUla-I who founded the dynasty bear close resemblance to that of Gautamfputra Sri YajHa 
Sntakcirni: Rapson, PI. VII No. 164 and 183; while the elephant representation on the coins of Ehavula which is perhaps 
the best in this hoard compare very well with that of the potin coins of Pulamavi from Central India and Satokorpi from 
NSgSrjunako nd a. 

2. Epigraphia Indica Vol. XX, p. 19 fl*. 
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The fragmentary nature of the letters of the legend leaves little scope for any comments on the 
morphology of BrShmi characters of this period. However, I may make pointed reference to the 
following features. 

The tetters are sometimes fine and clear, while in a majority of cases they are blunt and 
illegible. The Wfstra? strokes, are not straight but slanting or sloping (see coin No. 54), the bottom 
loop or bend on the letter 6 ra* is sometimes turned towards right while the "ha’ in the name of Ehavula 
has been given a £ U’ M&tra in coin (No. 98) ? there by rendering it possible to read the name of the king as 
Ehavala . Coin No. 75 and 78 betray typical IksvSku period script while No. 48 of Virapurifadatta 
appears to be a case of forgery. 

The letters are not generally written in a line. The letter c ha’ in the coins of Ehavala 
ChSmtamula is invariably engraved above the head of the elephant. 

The coins supply us the following legends. Chdta 9 ChUmta jSiri Ch&ta , (Siri ChdmiamUla\ 
Srivira , or Virapu (Siri Virapurisadatta ), Siri Ehct , or Siri Elm (&iri Ehavala Ch&mtaitmht )» 
Siri Ruda (Siri Rudapurisadatta). These names pertain to the members of the JksvSku dynasty that 
ruled at Sriparvata - Vijayapart (modern NSgSrjunctkonda) and known to us from their juimcrous 
epigraphs discovered in Andhra-desa. 1 


1. Numerous inscriptions both in Prakrit and Sanskrit discovered at mgSrjtmakondamd Vppugumlttr in Guntur 
District, Jaggayyapetta, Allum and Rami ReddipallU in the Nandigama Taluka of Krishna District refer U> the family of iksvdkm 
and their achievements. The founder of the dynasty was one Chsmtamula who has been described as Maharaja and a performer 
of numerous vedic sacrifices including Asvamedha, claiming descent from the ancient Iksvaku family of Avddkva and 1 ord 
Buddha ot sakya Vamsa. See Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XX, and Vol. XXI, p. 61 ff; and Burges, Amra'wi and Jaggayyapetta 



Chapter 11 


CHRONOLOGY 

Though a historical survey of Iksvakus is beyond the scope of this work, in order to 
understand the chronology ofthecoins, an attempt is made to sketch the political history of this 
dynasty in the following pages. 

In the vast empire of the SatavBhanas, they seem to have established a number of ruling families, 
subordinate to them, to administer various provinces. PurBnas, particularly Vayu and BrahmBnda 
mention in unequivocal terms about this fact—“ AndhrBnBm SamsthitBhpancha tSsamvamsah samdh 
punuh" 1 2 - “ AndhrBnBm samsthhBh pimca tisBrn vamsyasca yS punith ”. z Though there is diversity of 
opinion between the authors of these purBnas regarding the number of such families established, 
Matsya, Vayu, Brahmanda and Bhagavata puranas, however, indicate clearly that these were Bhrityas 
or subordinates - “ AndhrBnam samslhiti rajye itsSm bhrity-dnvayB-nrpaii' “SaptaivBndharBbhavis- 
ycmtidas=AbhirBs=tathB nr ipah” 3 etc. It is curious in this connection to notice that the Matsya, 
which is perhaps an earlier compilation supplies us details about a new dynasty - “Andhrah Sriparvati- 
yasca te dvSpancBiatam samBh ” 4 and these Srlparmttya Andhras appear to be identical with the 
IksvBkus who ruled from Sriparvctta Vijayapuri i n the early third century A.D. 

It is difficult to fix precisely the date of decline of Satavahana power. It was a.gradual process. 
The successors of Yajna Satakarni were weak and perhaps during their rule the dynasties that were 
originally installed by the Imperial power assumed independence. The purBnas mention that 
Yajiia Satakarni was followed by Vijaya (C. 203-09) Chandrari (C. 209-19) and PulBma (C. 219-27) 
while coins discovered in coastal Andhra reveal the name of another ruIer-Rwdra Satakarni 5 who is not 
mentioned in the puranic lists. Dr. Rama Rao thinks that Chamtamula the founder of the IkfvBku 
dynasty of Vijayapuri dispossessed Rudra Satakarni of his dominions in coastal Andhra and Telingana 
and started his independent principality. 6 This should have taken place before the middle of the third 
century. A.D. 

The IksvBku as the name would suggest is the name of a prince and occurs in Rigvida and Jaiminlya 
Brahmana. He is described as a great hero in Atharva Veda and MacDonold and Keith consider the 
Iksyaku as a branch of Puru family. Later Iksvakus are however connected chiefly with AyBdhya, the 
capital of Kosata Janapada. Both Rdnidyana and other Puranas give a long list of kings of AyBdhya, 
but how far the Iksvakus of Nagdrjunakonda and Jaggayyapeta were connected with the IkfvBkus of 

1. Vayu, Bibliotheca Indica, Edn. Vol. II, p. 453, Chapter 37, Verse 352. 

2. BrahmUnda, Sri Venkatlswura, Edition (Bombay), p. 186, Chapter 74 ff. 171-178. 

3. Matsya Pur Spa, p. 1160, 271-17-18. 

4. Pargiter, Dynastic Lists of Kali Age, p. 46, Verse 32. 

5. Select Sstavahana Coins, Dr. M. Rama Rao, pi. 16, Nos. 314-317. 

6. Ibid, p. 27. 
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‘KQsala Janapada\ is a matter which is difficult to determine at this stage* One of the inscriptions of 
Nag&rjunakonda supplies us the epithet 4 ‘ Ikhaku~RQjx-Pravara-Risi~&ata~Prabhavavamsa~Sumbh{tva'' 
applied to Lord Buddha and since the record is dated in the reign of Vfrapurisadatta „ the second of 
the IksvBktt kings of Nagarjunakonda, we have to infer that Virapurisadatta was also claiming descent 
from Buddha, whom tradition affirms to be of IksvSku. 1 

The Sanskrit word "Iksv^ku" means a gourd. There is a belief among Austro-Asiatie people 
who styled themselves as sharers of gourd and melon. 2 This tradition slowly got infiltrated into 
Indian tradition since we find Suntti , Qu.'en of Ay&dhya , to whom 60,000 children weie promised, gave 
birth to a gourd and from that came 60,000 children. Whatever may be the influence of these Austro- 
Asiatic myths on Aryans and their immigrations, it looks quite probable that the lksydkus were 
originally an Aryan tribe who got into marital connections with aboriginal tribes of the countiy and 
in their march towards power, migrated to south and settled as vassals of &8tav8hm emperors. 3 

From the inscriptions discoveiedat Ndgarjunakonda the following genealogy of the Iksyakus 
can be fomulated. 


Mahardja Vasistfputra Sri ChamtamUki (C. 227-25Q) 4 


Mahmcdavari Adcivi ChdmtiSrf 5 MBthartputra $ri VirapurisadaUi^ 

(€. 250-270) 


Vdsistiputra &ri Ehavala ChQmtamUla 7 
’ or Ehavata Srt (270-295) 


Kodabalisirfi 


Rudrapurisadatta (C. 295-306) 


HUrit tpu tra Rum&ra v irapuri#adatki 


1. Majhima-TViAffyu, 122, 124. 

2. D.C Sircar, the Successors of $8tav3hanas\ in Lower Deccan p. 10 ff. 

3. BauddhSyana who lived long before Christ, in his DharmasHtras , speaks of Md tula-pit r usvasrduhitriumuma m 
the established custom in the south and curiously Vfrapurisadatta , the IksvSku prince of N&gdrjimakonda married practically 
all his father's sisters’ daughters. 

4. ChQmtamula had two uterine sisters (a) Mahstalavari ChQmtiHri married to Kamdaliri of Pilkiya family who**e 
offspring was married to Virapurisadatta (b) Hamma kirfnika , whose daughter, BGpa&imika married Vi rarmrisadatta 
(see C-2 and C-4, Epigraph ia Indica Vol. XX p. 19 ff.) 

5. This daughter of CMmtamUla was given in marriage to Kanda ViMkhmnnaka of the Dhmmkas (see lns-B - 2 
Epigraphia Indica Vol. XX p. 18). 


6 . Sri Vtrapurisadattahad other wives too. Mahadevi BatidevS (G-2, G-3 Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXI) and Mahadevi 
Rudradha rabattarika daughter of the Maharaja of Vjjain (Ins. on the Ay aka pillar. B-5, Epigraphia Indica Vol. XX, p. 19 ). 

7 - y ahads y Kodabaliiirt daughter of Sri Virapurisadatta was given in marriage to the Maharaja of Vmwvasaka 
(See Ins. H, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XX, p. 24). 


. . t ^yhavala like his father also had many wives - Mahadevi Sirivomma Batta belonging to the Bahaphalam gOtra. 
ana daughter of a Mamkshatrapa through whom Rudrapurisadatta was born. 

(b) Kanduvala ( PQrnaghafa Ins.) 

(c) Mahadevi Kuponasri of Pushyakandiya family through whom Maharaja KumBra HBrittputra Srt Vtramrisa- 

datta was bom (Indian Archaeology - A review, 1956-57, pi. LVIII). f 
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In this stock of establishment of their power, the first of the Iksvttkus, Chamtamula , who appears 
to have been weilding some influence in the western and southern regions' of Satavahana dominions 
formed a confederacy of poweiful SenUpatis, entered into matrimonial alliances with at least two of 
them, and with their assistance and cooperation, overthrew the power of the last Satavahana king of 
Dhanyukafaka. Chamtamula's uterine sister Chamiisirt hadbeen given in marriage to a MahasehUpati 
KamdaviiUkamnaka of the Pakiya family while Adctvi ChttmtWrt married a member of the Dhanaka 
family while the Hiranyakas, another group of powerful people hailing from Hir&nyarastra, i.e. modern 
Cuddapah and Nellore regions, added their bit in establishing Iksvaku hegemony in Sriparvaat area. 

PurSQas refer to Sriparvattya Andhras and Sriparvata, if the epigaphical evidences 1 2 supplied by 
Nngarjunakondu are to be depended upon, is a small hillock, an offshoot of Nallamalai range located in 
NUgUrjimakonda valley itself. The entire valley, with its numerous monasteries and Iksvaku rulers’ 
buildings including forts, has been described in the inscriptions as ‘ Vijayapurf, the capital city of 
the Iksvakiis. 

ChamtamUla-1 has been described in the records of his sons and grandsons as a very great and 
powerful monarch. His full title, was Maharaja Vaiistiputru Ikshvaku Chamtamula, the perform r. of 
Agnihdtra, AgnistSma, Vajapeyu, Aivamldha sacrifices, and bestower of erodes of gold and hundreds of 
thousands of cows (bulls) and plougns (‘ aneka-hhanma-kGU-ga-sutasahasa-hala-satastihasapudayV ). 
He is said to be very resolute and a man who would achieve his object at any cost ( Apratihatu-samkapasa ). 
He has been described as a great devotee of Mahctsina or Kartiklyci, (‘ Virupaksuputi-Mahcisina-puri- 
gahitasa'). Curiously no inscriptions of this monarch were found and references to Chamtamuld’s 
achievements are to be known only in the recoids of his sons and his successors. 

Since he has performed Asvamedha , he must have been a Sarvabhauma. The Apastamba 
SraittuiOstra describes that only a Sarvabhauma king could perform this horse-sacrifice. A staunch 
Brahmanical Hindu that he was Chamtamula must have emulated Gautamtputra iatakarni in the per¬ 
formance of these Vedic sacrifices not only to proclaim his prowess but also to establish for himself a 
higher social status. It is difficult to ascertain, at this distance of time the exact region conquered or 
people brought under his sway by Chamtamula. The occurrence of coins bearing the usual symbol 
of elephant with uplifted trunk not only in Nagarjunakonda, but in places distant like NalgSnda and 
OngSle lend credence for his SBrvabhaumutva. Since his son Mathdriputra £iri Vtrapurisadatta is not 
Credited with any victories and as the (JppugundUr inscription of Vi rapurisadatta suggests his sway 
over Dhany aka taka, it has to be inferred that Chamtamula conqueted Dhanyakataka, the main 
seat of the SatavBhuna power in the east, though he did not locate his capital there. In this task he 
was helped by a number of SenBpatis among whom MahBsenBpati Kulahaka Chamtamula, who has 
been described in one of the Chaya-Stambha inscriptions, discovered by the author, as a great warrior 
and a HastigrOhaka was veiy prominent. 

If the epithets attributed to him are not mere boasts, we may not be far from the truth if we 
presume that Chamtamula was not only a conqueror but also a good administrator. By bestowal of 


1. Curiously the inscription discovered at NSgarjunakonda in site 13 supplies us titles like Svami Chamtamula and 
Svumi Vtrapurisadatta which bear dose resemblances with the titles of the Ksstrapas of the Ujjain. Do they indicate that the 
IksvUku ChamtamUla-I had any relationship - matrimonial or otherwise - with the Ksstrapas of western and central India? 

2. See Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XX and XXI. See also Indian Archaeology, A Review -1958-59. 
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thousands of cows and ploughs, he must have brought under cultivation vast areas of waste lands, 
thereby increasing the wealth of the country. ChamtamUla appears to have had two children. His 
s on Math&riputra §rt Virapuri?adatta succeeded to the throne while his daughter MahStalavari A4avi 
Ch&mtisiri was given in marriage to MahQsenQpati MahQtalavara Ma h3 da n 4 cm 3yak a Khamdavi&ukha - 
mnaka of the Dhanaka family. 

We have seen earlier that Puloma-IV, the last $3tav3hana emperor who succeeded to the 
SatavShana power ruled at least upto 227 A.D. If this date is accepted, the Jksv3ku Ch3mtatmld$ 
accession to power will have to be dated subsequent to 227 A.D. Since no inscription of this emperor 
has been found which could have helped us in determining the period of his rule or starting point of his 
reign, it is difficult to fix precisely the duration of his reign. However, on the basis of numerous achieve¬ 
ments enumerated in the inscriptions of his son and successor MathOriputra &ri Virapurisadatta, we may 
not be wrong if we assign him a regin of at least a quarter of a century and tentatively we may assign 
the date between 227 - 250 as the period of his reign. 

One of the inscriptions 1 dated in the 20th regnal year of Mahtiraja MatMriputra §irt Vfrapurifa- 
datta refers to the death of ChdmtamUla (sagagatasa ) and the erection of a Ch3y3 Stambha (memorial 
pillar) by the sisters, mothers and consorts of late VSsistfputra Sw3mi &iri Chamtarriula. The inscription 
supplies us a string of nw\z$.-I(Kha)kula (s3mf)~ Siri-Ch3mtamUlasa sah6dar(3) him(3)tahi tnuh (3) divihi 
Sunfti-tiriyal Khamdasiri(yd) Vijh3tkavisiriya Mi (sa) Siriya Samusiriya(Nd)ga-(va)susiriya (Na)gasiriya 
Khamdakdfisiriya Mahasarasiriya Ratumatisiriyo Mulasiriya Avakotusiriya Maduvisiriya (Nd)gasiriya 
(. Ra)masiriya Golasiriya Vetisiriya {E)dhisiriya Kha(ni)dasiriya Satilisirya Parajatisiriya Pandim siriya 
Sivanagasiriya Samudasiriya Bapisiriya Nadisiriya Ayasiriya Ratusiriya Si(vanagd) siriya subhatarikuhi cha 
Sarasikaya Kusumalataya” . 2 Who was exactly the mother of CMmtamUla or his queen in this long list 
of names to whom his son MathSriputra Vfrapurisadatta was born, is difficult to ascertain. 

However, this Ch3yG Stambha (memorial pillar) is very interesting. The pillar itself contains 
five sculptured panels starting from the bottom and arranged upwards. The end of the pillars has been 
finished in a hemispherical shape. The first panel appears to portray CMmtahUla in the typical 
yajamSnds dress donating the gold coins (jfflranyakdti) and the next panel above, shows an elephant 
and a rider on the top advancing, followed by an army and the rider has a parasol held by an attendant 
sitting next to him perhaps signifying his march as an emperor. In the next panel above it, he is shown 
sitting very comfortably on a paryafika while damsels surround him giving the much needed pleasure. In 
the last one, the same person is shown sitting between two ladies in ArdhaparyafikBscma and this scene 
perhaps signifies the king’s attainment of Vfrasavarga , where he enjoys unending and eternal bliss in the 
company of celestial nymphs. This sculptured panel with all its representations read with the contents 
of the inscription seems to suggest the glory that was enjoyed by Chmtamuhi as a monarch a nd then 
later on by virtue of the Pimya or merits acquired by him through the performance of various Vidic 
sacrifices ( Agnistdma , Vajapeya, Asvamedha Bahusuvarnaika Ytijinah Aneka Hiranya ko(ti)pradatuh 

1 . Inscription ‘L’ of Additional Prakrit Inscriptions from Nftgarjunakovda, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXI, p. 63 If. 

2. Ayaka Pillar Inscription G-2, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXI, pp. 62 ft 

I am unable to agree with Dr. D.C. Sircar, that Vfrapurisadatta was bom to MathUri since the matronomies attached 
to the name of the kings here appear to be the names not of the real mothers but of the GGtra members. For instance,we know 
very clearly that Ehavala ChGmtamUla , son of $irt Vtrapurisadatta was bom to Mah&devi Shaftideva. But he is described 
with the matronomical attribute ‘ Va sis fiputasa * in the inscription dated in the 2nd year of Ehavala ChGmtamUla while 
his son KumGra Virapurifodatta, son of MahUdevi Kmdmula had the matronomic Haritfputra. 
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Gdsatasahasa Hala’satasahasa pradatuh SvavtryBrjita Vijayaklrteti) merited a place in the Vtrasvarga 
befitting a valorous monarch. 

The mention of Chamtamtth’s death in the 20th year of Vfrapurisadatta’s reign is very intriguing- 
Does it mean that Chamtamttta - 1 lived upto the 20th year of Vtrapurisadatta as an invalid, while 
Vtrapurisadatta himself ruled as an independent king during the life time of ChBmtamGla, his father, 
or is it a commemoration of the death anniversary of his illustrious father and founder of the dynasty 
of his family? 

ChBmtamUta-I was succeeded by his son MathBriputra £rt Vtrapurisadatta. We have a number 
of inscriptions dated in the regnal years of this king found not only at NBgBrjunakopda but also at Jaggc- 
yyapSta and Uppugundtir. He.is a great devotee of Buddha and invariably his records start with salutations 
to Lord Buddha. But cu •iously no inscription refers to his wars or victories. Naturally we have to infer 
that he succeeded to the vast kingdom carved out by his father and maintained it intact, though he did 
not add an inch of territory to it. This inactivity on the side of conquests which was perhaps inevitable 
due to the superior strength of the then neighbouring kingdoms, is more than compensated by his 
association in the benefactions to Buddhist institutions and erection of numerous Buddhist edifices which 
brought name and fame to Vijayapuri, his capital town as a centre of Buddhism and attracted Buddhists 
from all over the civilized world. 

The inscriptions enumerate his benefactions as follows: 

“ In the sixth regnal year, MahB Chaitya was renovated and at the foot of the Maha Chaiiya 
a MahB VihBra with a Saila Mantfapa, a vihara with a cloister of cells was constructed in his 15th regnal 
year and dedicated by ChBmtiiiri, the king’s aunt and mother-in-law to the Achdryas of AparamahBvina. 
seiiya sect. In the 14th regnal year the Chaitya Griha or apsidal temple with a Chaitya and well-paved 
flooring slabs was constructed and dedicated by a lay UpBsika, Bodhisirt by name, at the Chuladham- 
magiri VihBra on Sriparmta. This inscription dated in the 14th regnal year registers the benefactions 
of this lay UpBiika and supplies us interesting information about the administration of Buddhist 
VihBras and the officers inchargc of them. In the 18th regnal year, another Chaitya Griha was built by 
ChBmtisirt herself and dedicated for the use of Acharyas of the AparamahBvinaSSliya sect and the MahB 
Bhikku Sangha. In the 19th regnal year of Virapurifadatta, we find a merchant hailing from Dhdnyar 
kafaka doing some benefactions to the Buddhist institutions at Uppugundtir while in the 20thyear 
the same king was active erecting Xyaka pillars for the MahB Chaitya on the hill l VelagirV near 
modern JaggayyapSta. Virapurisadatta's reign was a period of great activity, particularly for Buddhists 
and Buddhist institutions. 

One of the queens of Vtrapurisadatta was referred to in the Maha Chaitya, inscriptions at 
NBgBrjuriakonda, as hailing from Vjjain. She has been described as “ Vjjanika MahBra BalikB". This 
passage has been corrected by Prof. Vogel as “Ujjanika MahBrBja BBlikd”. He identified “ Vjjanika ” of 
this passage with Vjjain, the capital of Chastapa. Hername is given as MahBdevi Rudradhara BhattBrika. 
She must have belonged to the MahBksBtrapa family of Vjjain though her parentage is not specifically 
mentioned. It is possible to infer that she might be a daughter or sister of MahaksHtrapa Rudrasina 
who ruled in 250 - 274 A.D. It was in this period of Vtrapurisadatta, as has been suggested already, that 
contact with the neighbouring kingdoms increased. ’ &akas and Scythians freely came , and settled at 
Vijayapuri accepting service under the IkfvBkus. Some of them, who were Buddhists by profession seem 
to have left records of their.bonefactionsto.the Buddhist monasteries at Vijayapuri. 

IC—3 
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Like his father, he also followed the policy of keeping friendly relations with the neighbouring 
rulers by matrimonial alliances etc. His own daughter Kodabalisiri was given in marriage to MahOiSju 
of VanavSsa, i.e., Banavasi, modern North Canara District of MaharOsira. Vanavasa is known as the 
capital of the Chutu Satakarnis and later on of the Kadambas. Kadamba rule seems to have started 
sometime in the 4th century A.D., as is evidenced by Chandravalli Prakrit insription of MayUra- 
sarman. Since Kadambas were brahmins, it may have to be presumed that the Maharaja to whom the 
Iksvaku princess was married was a Chutu Satakarni though the name of the son-in-law of Virapurisadatta 
is nowhere mentioned. This seems to find corraboration in a later i nscription found at Nagarjuimkondu 
where in a reference is made to a king of Vanavasa named Visnuntdru-sivalaiianda Satakaiyi 1 , Can 
it be that Visnunidrasivalanaiida Satakarni, the Chutu Satakarni ruler of VanavSsa mentioned in the 
new inscription discovered at Ndgdrjunakonda was the son-in-law of Virapurisadatta'} 

Since Virapurisadatta's last known year is his 20th regnal year, he must have ruled at least 
for 20 years, i.e., from 250 to 270 A.D. 


Virapurisadatta was succeeded by his able son Ehavala Chamtumttla born of Mahadevi 
BhaltidSva, and is generally designated as ChSmtamU la-II. We have nine inscriptions of this king found 
at NSgSrjunakonda. Like his father Virapurisadatta, he also gave some benefactions to the Buddhist 
Vihttras. In the second year, his mother caused the erection of the A yak a Kamhhas of the Chaitya and 
a Vihara called DSvi Vihara and dedicated it for the use of the XchUryas of Bahusntdya sect. ’ I» t he 
11th regnal year ot the king, his sister Kodabalisiri was associated with, the construction of a Vihara 
for the use of the AchSryas of the Mahisasaka sect. 


But Ehavala Chamtamula himself appears to be a great devotee of Siva. In the 16th year, he 
caused the construction of a temple of Siva named PuspabhadrasvUmi 2 and erected a Dhavajustamhiui 
besides endowing it with lands for its perpetual maintenance, while in another record dated iii the ! 1 th 
year his Commander-in-Chief wasjbusy building a two storied pavilion for Siva (Sarvadevadhiva.su) in 
token of his gratitude to Lord KartikSya with whose grace the latter had achieved a grand vieloiy 
( Samaravijayinam Khyatakirteh’j. Numerous other temples-those dedicated to Durga, Nuvagrahax 
and even Yak?as discovered at NSgarjunakonda have their origins in the reign of Ehavala. 


Curiously some interesting information about Ehavala ChdmtamUia is available from another 
record engraved on a ChayS Stambha. This inscription supplies us the pedigree of the Iksvakus 
upto Rudrapunsadatta , a son of Ehavala Chamtamula through his queen (Mahadevi) who is described as 
a daughter ( Dukita ) of a Mahaksatrapa (Mohaksatapa dhuttuya) belonging to Bahaphalasagd/ra. Her 
T !™jt' S f 1Ven as Sirtvammabhatta (Sirtvammabhataya). This reference to matrimonial relationship with 
Mahaksatrapa is very interesting and at this juncture it may not be out of place here if we try to trace the 

of weston ,ndia Md iden,ify m »■><>« ^ » 


, , ■ In 2ad D Cemury B - C ‘ the fndo-Greeks conquered Kathiawar and Sind and established thein- 
in Pans ° f Rai aputam. In their onward march, the Scythians of East Iran found a fertile soil 

1. See Indian Archaeology, A Review—1958-59. 

endeavoured to make himself endearing to all £5 f£° f ' ^ ^ her0 * ° f ^dvana, be baa 
, * Ch s y a Stambha Inscriptions: Site No. XIII of 1955-56, See Indian Archaeology, A Review -1955-56 Pis. XXXIX. 
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for their captiai in lower Sind when perhaps they penetrated into eastern Sind and Kathiawar . They 
were considered as a power to be reckoned within western India till their extirpation by Chandragupta-H 
of the Gupta dynasty. The first mention of Scythian rule in western India can be traced in the Periplus 
(c. A.D. 70 - 80) wherein the Sind valley is mentioned as the land of the Scythians . Periplus refers to a 
powerful king named Mdmburus with his headquarters at Minnagara . To quote Periplus , “Beyond 
the gulf of Baraka (Dvarakd ) is that of Barygaza (Breach) and the coast of the countiy of Ariaca (. Ptolemy's 
Larike^ i.e.,Lata) which is the beginning of the kingdom of Mnmburus and of all India. That part 
of it lying inland and adjoining Scythia is called Abiria (Abhira ) and the coast is called Syrasfrene 
(Saurashfra)”. But the reference of Periplus to the town of Kalyafl being at first in the possession of 
elder ‘Saraganus” (Satakarrti), and later in that of 'Sandares’ when the port was obstructed and Greek 
ships were taken to Barygaza under guard, may point out to the Scythian occupation of the 
tracts to the north of Konkan about the middle of the 1st century A.D. 1 2 

Some scholars identify this Mdmburus with N&hap&na , who is supposed to have ruled between 
119-125 A.D., but this identification, however, appears to be untenable because by about the 1st century 
kX).^Kaniska, the Ku$8na emperor made his power felt in central and western India, when the Scythian 
power under M&mburus was supplanted and the KsaharQtas started ruling western India as Ksntrapas 
under Kaniska and his successors. The first KsUtrapa vassal of Kaniska was BhUmaka? His coins 
were found in the coastal regions of Gujarat and Kathiawar and in Mdlwa and Ajmir. No further details 
about Bhumaka’s reign are available. However, this issue of coins by BhUmaka in his own name 
seems to indicate that he was allowed a semi-independent status or alternatively it is possible to surmise 
that BhUmaka made a bid for starting a principality of his own taking advantage of the feeble central 
government’s hold over these out-lying provinces. BhUmaka was succeeded by NuhapSna , another 
member of the same family though their relationship is difficult to ascertain. Nuhapana is known 
not only from his coins but also from his various inscriptions 3 ranging in date between 41-46 
of an era presumably &aka Era. In his earlier records he was styled as Ksdtrapa while he 
bears the high-sounding title “MahsksUtrapa” in the inscription dated in 46. He had the 
additional title Rdjan, which is indicative of h!s higher political position than that of his predecessor 
BhUmaka . NUhapUna was a contemporary of Gautamtputra &dtakawi of &UtayQhanakula. The latter 
defeated and destroyed NdhapUm sometime about 124-125 A.D. The Jogalthambi hoard of 
coins 4 shows that the &ntav3hana king had restruck the coins of NBhapUna after uprooting him. 
With the death of N&hapUw the Ksahardfa family seems to have come to a close, since we find the 
Scythian Kdrdamakas ruling in the south-western part of the KusSn empire. The founder of this 
latter family was Chastana 9 son of Yimotika of the KQrdamaka family. He is called a KfQtrapa in the 
earlier coins and a Mahdksdtrpa in the later coins. His father, however, did not have titles. Perhaps 
Chastana was appointed by the Kusunas to rule the south - western province and reconquer the regions lost 
to Gautamtputra Satakarni earlier. Chastana appears to have selected in his old age his son Jayaddtnan 
as KsUtrapa, who predeceased his father and was succeeded by his son RudradQman - /. 5 6 Inscriptions* 


1. Indian Antiquary (1879) Vol. VIII. p. 143, IT. The Age of Imperial Unity, p. 178. 

2. Ibid\ p, 179; See also Rapson C. of C.P.P.C., VII. 

3. Senart, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VIII, p. 82; Rapson, Catalogue of Indian coins, Introduction, p. LVI-LIX, 

4. Altekar, Jogalthambi Hoard. 

5. Rapson, Catalogue of Indian Coins, P.C. XVIII. 

6. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XVI, pp. 23 ff. 
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discovered, at Andhcut and other places dated in the Saka year 52 (130-131 A.D.) show Chastana 
ruling conjointly with his grandson Raja Rudradaman . Chastana or Rudraddman defeated the Sat a' 
vdhana king and regained most of the northern districts of the latter’s dominions conquered from 
Nahapdna. Ptolemy, writing about A.D. 140, mentions Ujjayini , captiai of Avaftti, as a principal 
seat of Chastana while Junagad inscription 1 of Rudraddman credits him with the overlordship of many 
kingdoms including Akara, Avanti, Anapa , Apardfita , Saurdstra and Andrta (Dvdraka region in 
Kathiawar) countries which were conquered earlier by Gautamipiitra Sdtakanti. Rudradaman himself 
claims that he defeated Satakarqi twice but did not destroy him as he was ielated to him. The Kanheri 
inscription 2 3 4 refers to Kdrdamaka princess, daughter of MahdksStrapa Rudradaman as the wife of 
Vdsistiputra Sdtakarm, apparently a brother of Vdsi$tipittra Sri PuldmdvL Rudraddman - I succeeded 
Chastana, his grandfather as Mahdkshdtrapa sometime after 130-131 A.D. The Junagad Prasasti of 
Rudradaman dated in §aka 71 refers to his conquests and the repairs made by him to the Sudarsana kike, 
which was breached by a cyclone in 150 A.D. He is also saidto have inflicted a crushing defeat on the 
Yaudhiyas perhaps on behalf of his Kusdna overlord. During the period of Rudraddman who was an 
accomplished monarch himself, Ujjain became the most important centre of learning in all India, 

Among his successors. Ddmajadasri -/, son of Rudraddman -1 issued coins as K$dtrpa and 
he succeeded his father as Mahdksdtrapa sometime after 150 A.D. After the death of Ddmajadasri, 
there seems to have been a fight between his brother Rudrasimha -1 and son Jivaddmui } No coin of 
Ji vaddman is known but however he seems to have succeeded his father as Mahdksdtrapa but was soon 
ousted by his uncle Rudrasimha - L From this date onwards, we get only silver issues of KarJantakas 
with the year of issue recorded in Brdhmi numerals on the obverse behind the king’s head. Rudrasimluhl 
issued coins as Ksdtrapa during the year Saka 113 - 118 (A. D. 191 - 197) and assumed Mahdksdtrapa 
title sometime between 181 - 189 A.D., when he issued coins in that capacity (A.D. 188 - 191). Between 
the two periods of his rule as Mahdksdtrapa , Rudrasimha issued coins as a Ksdtrapa . Raps on thinks 
that this temporary degradation of Rudrasimha - I was due to the success of his rival Jivadaman who 
appears to have obtained Mahdkshdtrapa title. This fact is fairly corraborated as Dr. Altekar has 
suggested, by the king’s bust on the coins dated 119 - 120 which shows a marked change from his curlier 
issues namely showing the king as an older man. This degradation of Rudrasimha - / is however 
interpreted by Bhandarkar as a consequence of the rise of Jsyaradatta, the Abhira, who fought with 
the Mahdksdtrapas, assumed the title Dharmavijayin and styled himself a Malxdk§dtrapaA The 
Satavdhana king YajHa Sdtakarni also invaded their territories, deprived the Kardamakas of their 
provinces and thereby contributed to the temporary eclipse in Rudrasimha' $ power. Rudrasimha - 1 
was succeeded by Jtvaddman, who ruled as Mahdkshdtrapa. in the period 197 -199 A.D. The next 
ruler Rudrasina , the son of Rudrasimha issued coins as Kshdtrapa i n the year Soka 121 (A.D. 199 - 200) 
and assumed the title of Mahdksdtrapa early in 201 A.D. Rudrasina's reign ended in Saka 144 
(A.D. 222 - 223) when he was succeeded by his brother Sanghaddman and during this period Prithivisina, 
son of Rudras&na-R is said to have been ruling as Ksdtrapa, under his father. Sanghaddman had a 
very short reign, and was succeeded by the third son of Rudrasimha - I, Malidksdtrapa Ddmasina* 
Ddmasena’s coins range in date between Saka 145 - 158 (A.D. 223 -227) but it is quite probable that 

1. Kielhom, Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VIII, p. 36 ff. 

2. Buhler, A.S.W.I., V. p. 78; Ind. Ant. XII, p. 273 ff. 

3. Rapson, Catalogue of Indian Coins, Introduction, pi. iii, 

4. The Age of Imperial Unity, p. 186. 
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he did not live beyond 238 - 239 A.D. It is during this period i.e., Saka 159 - 161 (A.D. 237-240) that 
Rapson places Mahdksatrapa Isvardatta . During the days of the rule of Mahdksatrapa Dsmasena, 
his nephew Damajadasri-Il , son of Rudrasena-I , ruled as Ksatrapa and issued coins. The successor of 
Ddmajadasri-Il in the office of Ksatrapa was Vi rads man, §akci (156-160) the son of Damasina . During 
this period the power of the Kardanwkas was again threatened by Malvas from the north and Abhi ras 
from the south, where the Abhi ras seem to have established a principality of their own in northern 
Mahdrastra and started an era of their own (248-249). 1 

Numismatic evidence refers to four sons of Dsmasena who ruled as KsStrapa or MahaksUtrapa. 
Kshdtrapa Viradaman died in §aka 160 (A.D. 238-239) and was succeeded as Ksatrapa by his brother 
Yasodaman , who assumed the position of Mahak satrap a bequeathing the position of Ksatrapa to his 
brother Vijayasena. Yasodaman ruled for one year since Vijayasena's coins issued as Mahdksatrapa 
are dated to Saka 161-172 (A.D. 239-251). VijayasSna's coins were found in Gujarat , Rajaputana and 
Kathiawar . He was succeeded by his brother Danuijadasiri-lll as Mahdksatrapa . The date of his 
coins ranges between Saka 173 and 177 (A.D. 251-256). Damajadasiri-III was succeeded by 
his nephew Rudrasena-II , son of Vi radaman as Mahaksa trapa. His coins which are available in abundance 
bear dates ranging between 177 and 198 (A.D. 255-276). It is this Mahsksstrapa that is matrimonially 
connected with the Jksvdkm of Nagarjunakonda. Tt was perhaps his daughter or sister who was given 
in marriage to Virapurisadatta of the Iksvaku lineage. 

Rudrasetuis son VUvasimha issued coins as Ksatrapa in the years 197-200 (A.D. 275-278) and 
later assumed the title of Mahak fatrapa, and he was succeeded as Mahdksatrapa by his brother 
Bhatridaman in Saka 200 (A.D. 278-279). Bhartriddman was followed by his son VUvasena, 
who ruled as Ksatrapa from 215 to 226 (A.D. 293 - 305) and he never assumed the title of Mahdkfatrpa. 
His last known date is §aka 226 (A.D. 304-305). We find Rudrasimha-H, son of Jivaddman bearing no 
royal title and during this period of Mahdksatrapa Bhartriddman and his son Ksatrapa Vis vase na the 
Ksatrapa power was over-thrown by the Sassanians. 

l. Ibid,US. 

Reference has been made, earlier to Hvaradatta, the Abhlra who made common cause with YajnasriSatakarni in attacking 
the Kardamakas. Ahhiras, a group of foreign tribe appear to have entered India shortly before or along with the Sakas from 
Eastern Iran. The Pur an as mention them as successors of Sntavahanas and are generally associated with AparaAta 
PataAjaWs Mahabhasya mentions them in association with the Madras while Periplus of the ErythraenanScaand the Geography 
of Ptolemy locate Absria , or Abfria, i.e., the Abhlra country, between the lower Sind and Kathiawar. The Abhtras referred 
to in Pur an as however, had their dominions in northern Konkan as far as Broach area in the north. In early inscriptions, the 
Abhtras figure as generals of the Saka Mahu Ksatrapas of Western Tndia. The Gunda inscription (Indian Antiquaty - X 
(1887) p. 157), of A.D. 181 of Rudrasimha-I records the digging of a tank by the Abhlra general RudmbhUtU son of BQpaka , 
while the adventurer Hvaradatta referred to earlier actually assumed Satrapal title Mahaksntrapa and issued silver coins- 
He was actually in possession of major part of $aka territories for about two years (A.D. 237-240)-( Rapson, Catalogue of Indian 
Coins, p’ evii.) Mahaksatrapa Hvaradatta was not a Saka as is evident from his name. We know only of one Abhlra king 
as successor of the Satavahanas and the Sakas in the north-western Deccan and he is Raja Mathariputra UvarasSna , son of 
Abhlra S'ivadatta , mentioned in the Nasik inscription (Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VIIIp. 88, A.S.W.L, IV, p, 103) of the 9th year 
of IsvarasSna and since Sivadatta is not credited with any royal titles, UvarasSna may be regarded as the founder of the Abhlra 
dynasty of kings. He must have flourished sometime after Yajna§ri Satakarni and started this new era from A.D. 248-249 
perhaps with the beginning of his own reign. Purapas mentioned 10 Abhlra kings ruling for 67 years, but nothing defiriiie 
is known about UvarasSna"s succession. In this connection, one of the Inscriptions discovered at Nagarjunakonda which 
refers to Abhtras is quite significant. Abhtras continued to rule till they came into conflict with Kadamba king Mayurasarman 
while Allahabad inscription (Select Inscription-Dr. D.C. Sircar) of Samudragupta refers to the list of tribes including Abhtras 
as having been subdued by him and later on conquered by the Triku takas. 
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From the above account, it is clear that contemporary Mahaksatrapas of Western India with 
whom j Ehavala Chdmtamnla had marital relations should be either Vi&vasimha or Bhartridaman 1 , 
and during this period the Kshdtrapa power was considerably weak because it was subjected to attacks 
by Xbhtras and MBlwas . 

In one of the records 2 of Ehavala Chamtamnla dated in 11th year (C. 281 A.D.) the Command ei> 
in-Chief of the king Elisri who is described as a great devotee of KBrtikiya is said to have become 
famous for a grand victory in some battle {Samara vijayinam Khyatakirtih). No details about this 
Samara or battle referred to in the inscription are available, but it should have been of sufficient 
significance to merit a reference in the royal record. Who can be this enemy against whom the Iksvaku 
forces under Elisri fought? 

It cannot be in an attack against KsaharBtas , as Ehavala Chamtamula was on friendly relations 
with the MahBksBtrpas of Western India, and he himself was the son-in-law of the MahBksdtrapa. Can 
it be that Iksvaku forces were sent under Elisri to help Mahaksatrapa Bhatriddman in repelling the 
attacks of Abhiras and MBlwasl Wehave no positive evidence to prove this surmise. There is also no 
indication regarding the stay of Iksvaku forces or commanders in Western India anywhere in the 
records of this period. As such, the reference to the battle in this inscription should have been against 
an enemy in the immediate vicinity. 

Ehavala ChBmtamUlds dominions must have comprised of modern Guntur, Krishna and part 
of Nellore districts besides the interior regions of modern Nalgonda on the north bank of the river 

1. Recently a hoard of coins was discovered at a village called Petlurivaripalem , which is very near to Narasaraopet 
the headquarters of the Revenue Division, Guntur District. This was found by a farmer while ploughing the field and it consis¬ 
ted of silver coins carefully preserved in a smaller pot. This hoard which was secured by Shri N. Bhagwandas, the then Collector 
of Guntur District, was passed on to me for examination. About 8 coins were examined and I found them to belong to 
the KsUtrapas of Ujjairt . The details of the 8 coins examined by me are as follows: 

h Obverse : Ratio mahaks a trapasa RudrasSna . 

Reverse : The portraiture of the king with the Greek legend above. 

2. Obverse: Ratio ksatrapasa Vfradamanputrasa ratio mahaksatrapas a RudrasSna. 

Reverse : Behind the head there appears to be the date in Greek numerals. 

3. Obverse : Legend incomplete. 

Reverse : Ksatrapasa bhatradQma p(uta ) so ratio ksatrapasa. 

4. Obverse : Ratio mahasatrapasa DBmasSna putrasa ratio mahaks 5trapasa VijayasSnasa. 

5. Ratio ksatrapasa Vlradama putrasa - ksatrapasa RudrasSnasa. 

6. Broken coin - Ratio maha ksatrapasa - putra Ratio mahaks a trapasa Vijaya. 

7- Ratio ksatrapasa Vlradama putrasa ratio mahaks a trapasa RudrasSna. 

8, - Ratio mahaks a trapasa.. (the rest illegible). 

The occurrence of this hoard near Narasaraopet, which is within Iksvaku dominions giving practically 
the details of the genealogical succession of Ksatrapas is very interesting and corroborates, the 
epigraphieal evidence regarding the existence of family relationship between the two ruling houses, 

[Not* t This Petlurivaripalem hoard of the Western Kshatrapas has since been acquired by the Andhra Pradesh Archaeological 
Museum at Hyderabad. This hoard has been thoroughly examined by Dr. H.M. Trivedi of Baroda and a separate 
catalogue on these coins is being published separately by the Dept, of Archaeology, Govt, of Andhra Pradesh— 
General Editor ]. 

2. Bpigraphia Indiea, Vol. XXXIII, p. 147 ff. 
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Krishna (see map). During the period of decline of SatavBhana power, other dynasties that rose into 
prominence along with the Iksvakus of Vijayapuri are the pallavas in Nellore-Guntur region, the Salan- 
kByanas in the Godavari area, Visnukundins, Br ihatpala yarns, Anandagdtra kings of KandBrapura, etc. Of 
these powers, the SBlankByanas did not seem to have come into any direct conflict with the Iksvakus since 
we find no reference to their conquests of any territories to the south of river Krishna during the early 
period of their conquest and consolidation. The power of Vispuki:pdins with their place round about 
Vinukoyda was still in its nascent state while the BrihatpalByanas as could be inferred from the evidence 
of the KoixdamUdi plates 1 2 of Jayavarman were busy round about Masulipatam. Moreover, the 
BrihatpalByanas were related to Iksvakus and there could not have been any danger from their side. 
Obviously the IksvBku kingdom was threatened by Pallavas and Anandagotrin kings. 

Two records, one found at Gorantla 2 in modern Guntur District, (i.e. in the heart of 
Iksvdku dominions) refer to the donation of 800 pattis of land in Tddikonda village along with 
Atukuru on the south bank of Krisnavenitd by Attivarman, a devotee of Sambhu i.e. Siva and a per¬ 
former of many danas including Hiranyagarbha etc., to a BrBlmana named Kottisarma belonging 
to the Apastamba - sutra and was well-versed in all the Vedas. Prof. J. F, Fleet, who edited the 
Gdrantla record took Attivarman of that grant as a Pallava king which is evidently a mistake. 

The other record refers to one Damddaravarman and was dated on the 13th day of KBrtika 
in the 2nd year of the king, registering the grant of the village KangUra to a number cf brdhmcnas and 
was issued from the victorious city KandBrapura, perhaps the capital of the Anandagotrin kings. 
Damo daravarman was described in the grant as a great devotee of Buddha and is at the same time men- 
tioned as (, HiranyagarbhBdbhavBdbhava\ But Prof. Hultszch who edited this inscription of DBmodara- 
varman expressed the opinion t hat DdmBdaruvarman was earlier to Attivarman of Gd rant la record. 
Dr. Sircai 3 who examined this question further basing on the epithets supplied by the records— 
'‘HirariyagarbhBdbhavddhhava' one whose father is a Hiranyagarbhodbhava occurring in the Mattepddu 
plates identified DBmo daravarman as a son and successor of Attivarman of Gdrantla recoid. This infe¬ 
rence of Dr. Sircar appears to be quite reasonable since Attivarman has been credited with the perfor¬ 
mance of Hiranygarbha, one of those costly MahBdBnas. An examination of th zprcisasti of these kings, 
particularly that of DBmBdaravarman, shows marked similarities to that of Iksvakus. Attivarman, like 
ChBmtamula of Iksvakus , was a great devotee of Siva while his successor Damo daravarman was a devout 
worshipper of Samyakasambuddha like Virapurisadatta. As such, we may not be far from truth if we 
presume that the Anandagotrin kings with their capital of KandBrapura were either subordinates of 
IksvBkus or their junior contemporaries. 

No serious attempt has been made so far to fix the date of these Anandagdtrin kings in their 
correct chronological setting not to identify the victoiic us KandBrapura, the seat of their power. Hasti- 
varman of the Gorantla record has been described as a devout worshipper of Siva, the presiding deity of 
Vdkesvaram or Vankisvaram. Vanki&varam is a place of pilgrimage even to this day which is noted for 
its shrine of Siva, located hardly 25 miles from NBgdrjunako^da in the Devarahorida taluk of Nalgontfa 
District. Very near this place there is a village called Kandukuru with ancient remains. If the contents 

1. KondamUdi plates of Jayavarman ; Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p. 315 if. 

2. Ind. Ant. Vol, DC, p. 102 ff. 

3. Successors of $8tav&hanas> p. 55 ff. 
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of Mattepadu grant as well as Gsrantla inscription of this dynasty are supplying us correct information^ 
we may not be wrong if we identify ‘ Vakesvaram ’ of Gsrantla inscription with Vankesavaram of Devara - 
kopda Taluk. KandukBru, which is close by may be the ancient capital- Kadaropura of the Anandagstra 
kings. These kings are not known from any of the earlier records. It is quite possible that these people 
were originally conquered and reduced to subordinate status by ChamtamUla-I. Finding it opportune to 
assume their independence and even to expand their influence Hastivarman might have attacked Iksavaku 
kingdom during the early years of reign of Ehavala ChdmtamQla from south-west. Simultaneously there* 
seems to have been an invasion from the south-east as well by the Pallava armies under 
Simhavarman. One of the records discovered at Manchikallu near Macherla datable on palaeographical 
grounds to the second half of the third century A.D. mentions Simhavarman to be busy performing 
propitiary rites ( Santi-svastyayana ) and making gifts to the priests ( tairthikas ) of Bagavat Jivasiva- 
swamin for avoiding evils and attaining victory and prosperity. Though Simhavarman is not mentioned 
with any royal titles, it is reasonable to surmise that he was mustering his forces and making a bid 
to extend Pallava infleuence into the north. 1 

This simultaneous attack on the kingdom of Iksvakus both from the west and east must have 
shaken their power to its very foundation. Ehavala Chdntamula was compelled to seek assistance from 
his allies in the west. A confederacy of ruling princes, that was friendly with Iksvakus Rudradaman 
of Avanti, Visnurudrafivalananda Scitakarni of Vanavasa, Mahagramika, Mahadandanayaka Si vase na of 
Kausika gStra from Paribideha, the Yavana Rajas of Sanjayapura-led by the Abhira king VasusSna, was 
organised to help the Iksvaku monarch. This is revealed from an inscription 2 discovered recently at, 
Nagdrjunakonda. This record is dated in the 30th year of an unknown era and refers to the presence of" 
all the above mentioned rules headed by Abhira VasusSna. Since we have seen that the Abhiras had 
started a reckoning of their own, which coincided with the year 248-249 of the Christian era, it can 
be taken that this record is dated in their own era. Then we . may have to assign this inscription to the 
year 270-271 A.D. corresponding to the 9th regnal year of Ehavala Chomtamala. The occurrence of 
this inscription dated in the 30th year of Abhira Vasuiena at Nagdrjunakonda has been understood as a 
reference to Abhira invasion and occupation in the history of coastal Andhra. This suggestion is unten¬ 
able in view of the happy matrimonial relations that Iksvakus had with the rulers of Vanavasa and Ujjain - 


1. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXXII, p. 87 ff. 

This is the earliest epigraphical record of the Pallava family and Simhavarman was an ancestor of Sivaskandavarmart 
who issued the Mayidavelu. platesfrom Kanehi as Yw/amahSrnja. Dr. Sircar who edited this inscription suggested that tin* 
presMH* of this inscription of Pallavas in the proximity of Vijayapuri (Nsgarjunakopda ) perhaps indicates that he was “responsible 
for the destruction of the city together with its Buddhist establishments”. He further identifies Simhavarman as the father of 
StMdca^avaman. The exact date of the rise oL Pallavas to power like their origins are shrouded in mystery. Since tb® 
ADahabad inscription (J.F. Fleet, Gupta Inscriptions, See also Select Inscriptions by Dr. D.C. Sircar) of Samudragupta mentions 
PmzmVifnttgBpa as ruler of Kanehi their rise to power must have taken place earlier to Samudragupta’s invasion i.e. 330-375 
A.D. They belong to the Bharadvsjagotra and claim descent only from their Gstra Rishis. In fixing the exact time of Pallava ■ 
ascendency, the Geography of Pmtenyand the charters of Pallava rulers themselves greatly help us. It was in the middle 
2«ui century A.P. Hud Ptolemy wrote his account and in that we do not find the mention of Pallavas as a ruling power. TheC 
regions over winch Pallavas claim overlordship was then actually ruled by Nagas. So, between 140 A.D. i.e. the date of the' 

Geography of Ptolemy and Samudragupta’s Allahabad record (A.D. 330-375) P fl /W must have attained sufficient power : 
and political supremacy. 

2. Indian Archaeology, A Review. 1958-59, p. 8’ 
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Evidently it was this victory that is alluded to in the SarvadSvadhivBsa inscription of Eliiri dated 
in the 11th year of Ehavala Chamtamula . The enemies were successfully repelled and the authority of 
Ehavala was re-established. In this battle which was of considerable significance, Eliiri son of Gandi 
and grandson of Anikki the SsnBpati might have distinguished himself. In token of their gratitude to 
the gods who favoured them with victory all these chieftains and kings engaged themselves in the cons¬ 
truction of Deyakulas or temples. If Eliiri had built a temple for Siva and called it SarvadevQdhi- 
vdsa his king and overlord, installed a Dhvaja Stamba at the temple of Pushpabhadra while other 
friendly king and confederate Abhfra Vasu&ena busied himself in the conservation of the image of 
AstabhujaswSmi all in the city and capital of IksvBku kings. 

This help afforded by the confederacy of the Western rulers to Ehavala Chamtamula brought 
him only a temporary victory over his immediate neighbours and he maintained the integrity cf his 
kingdom perhaps till the 25th year of his reign, when he was succeeded by his son Rudrapurisadatta 
sometime about the year 210 A.D. 

The last known year of Ehavala ChBmtamula from his records 1 is dated in the 24th year of his 
reign when certain improvements were made to a monasteiyby Jivaranandi who is described as the Chief 
or Sresfhi of Chandakaparvata , who visited this monastery with his wife, son, and other near relatives 
and caused the consecration of a stone image of Budha ( SamyakasambuddkBya BuddhBrya saikmay* 
pratima pratisthBpita) and dedicated it for the use of AcBryas living in that monasteiy. Ehavala 
ChBmtamula must have died sometime about 297 A.D. when his son Rudrapurisadatta through his 
Ksdtrapa wife Sirivammabhatta succeeded him to the throne of the IksvBkus . Rudrapurisadatta seems 
to have installed a Siva Linga as is wont with all devotees of Siva naming it after his illustrious 
father Ehavalesvara at a point where the river KrisnB, emerges from the gorge and takes a north¬ 
erly bend. This shrine gathered a lot of religious importance in subsequent periods with a slightly 
distorted name Elesvara perhaps a corruption of Ehavaleiyara . 

We have only two inscriptions of Rudrapurisadatta one dated in his 11th year from NBgBrjuna- 
konda valley itself while the other dated in this 4th year 2 , was found at Gurazala, 32 miles away from 
Vijayapuri . Tne first record refers to the erection of a Chdyd Stambha in memory of the mother of 
Rudrapurisadatta while the latter records some donations by a private individual Nodukaiiri to the God 
at Halampura . Rudrapurisadatta had a brother born to Ehavala througn Kamduvula> named HBritiputra 
KumUra Virapurisadatta . 

With the accession of Rudrapurisadatta to the throne of Iksvakus at Vijayapuri , their power 
had considerably weakened. The Mahuksutrapas of Western India who were helping them in times of 
need, also lost their power. Finding that Rudrapurisadatta was left alone, the Pallavas from the south 
who were waiting for an opportunity to conquer these regions appear to have renewed then attacks. 

The Mayidavolu 3 4 HirahadagalU 4 and the British Museum 5 grants supply us some interesting 
information about the exploits of Pallava Sivaskandayarman . These inscriptions are in Prakrit and aie 


1. Supra. 

2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXVI, p. 124-125. 

3. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p. 34. 

4. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. I, p. 2. 

5. Epigraphia Indica, Vpl. VIII, p. 143. 
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accepted as the earliest records of the Pallavas , though difference of opinion exists among the scholr^ 
with regard to their actual dating. Prof Dubreuil 1 2 3 assigns £ ivaskandavarman of these records to A* JO* 
250-275 while Dr. D.C. Skcax 2 puts ^ivaskandavarman in the first quarter of the 4th century A. JO* 
According to Dr. D.C. Sircar, there is the linguistic difference between the grants of SivaskandovarifU#* 
and the records of the IksvSkus , like the Satav&hana grants and early Prakrit inscriptions of lk$y&k# 
records (excepting the record of the last known king,Epigraphia lndica, Vol. XXl,pp. 62) express coxB- 
pound consonants by single letters. The Mayidavdlu and Hirahadagc11i grants of ^ ivaskandavarflt&ft 
on the other hand express them in many cases by two letters. Thougn the grants of £iva&kmdavarrffl0t 
are in Prakrit , the legend on the seals of both the grants are written in Sanskrit. The HircihadagaJP 
grant moreover ends in a Mangala which is also written in Sanskrit. This linguistic difference clearly 
points to the fact that there was an interval between the reign of the former and that of the latter* 
Consequently §ivaskandavarman could not have ruled much earlier than the beginning of tho 
4th century A.D. 

The introduction of Sanskrit as state language in south of India can now be precisely dat€*d 
with reference to the records of the Iksvakukhvg Ehavala ChBmtamUla discovered at Nd%arjunakon$m* 
The records of Ehavala dated in his 2nd year are in Prakrit whereas these from 11th year are found i& 
Sanskrit. Naturally it is to be inferred that Sanskrit replaced Prakrit as a state language dujring 
this period /\e. sometime between 272 and 281 A.D, We find expression of compound consonant! 
in double letters both in the records of ChUmtamUlci- II and his son Rudrapurisadatta. The records 
further show prominent Prakrit influence though instances of highly developed literary Sanskrit 
verses were also not wanting. In view of these above facts, it is difficult to agree with Dr. Sircar's 
contention that the rise of the Pallavas to power should be dated sometime early in the 
century A.D. 

Pal lava armies under Yuvamah&r&ja $ ivaskandavarman marched against Radrapurisadattm * 
The latter proved no equal match to the Pallava conqueror. IksvBku territories were overrun aUtd 
annexed to the kingdom of the Pallavas . Perhaps signifying this incident, Mayidavdtu charier was 
issued by the victorious Pallava prince. Rudrapurisadatta however maintained a semblance a# 
power sometime more as the provenance of the coins under review would indicate., 

The final extinction of IksvUku power from Sriparyata and Vijayapuri is again shrouded iM 
obscurity. In this connection the Talagonda 3 inscription of the Kctdamba ruleis seems to throw sora# 
light on the issue. According to this record, Mayuraiarman was prosecuting his Vedic studies ait 
K&nchtpura when he was drawn into a quarrel with Pallavas (AsvasamasthSna kalahena)vN)\\cti Keilhorm 
thinks was in connection with the AivamSdha sacrifice, and was ill-treated. Mayurasarman , what# 
pride was wounded by the treatment meted out to him and along with him to the BrUhmaw community* 
took a vow to avenge this insult. He “unsheathed a flaming sword esger to conquer the worIet*C 
defeated the frontier guards of the Pallava kings {antahplBn Pallav==endrandm) and established him&clf 
at Sriparvata. His power gradually increased and Pallava king of Ranchi was compelled not only to 
recognize his position as a ruler but also to take him into his service and honour him with Pattalnmdhm** 
sampuja . 

1. Ancient History of Deccan, p. 55 ff. 

2. Successors of Satmuhtmas, p. 174 flL 

3. Epigraphia Caxnatica Vol. VIH, 200 ff. 
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Sriparvata has already been identified with the valley, wherein the capital of the Ikfvakus 
* Vijaypuri* was situated. If the Talagonda grant of MayUrasarman is giving us correct information 
about his earlier exploits, we may not be far from truth if we presume that Jksydku capita] town 
round about Sriparvata was occupied by Mayfiraiarman about the first half of the 4th century either 
in the last days of Rudrapurisadatta or immediately after his death. 

Though inscriptions found at Ndgarjunakonda refer to one Kumdra Virapurifadatta, son of 
Kanduvula , born to Ehavala , there is no mention of his succession to the throne. It is quite likely' that he 
was ousted by May&rasarman who ruled Vijayapuri in Sriparyata as a vassal of fallava kings and in 
course of time gradually extended his power upto j Banavdsi, ousting perhaps the Trikutckas or the Chufu 
Sdtakarpis. 



Chapter III 


CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUE 

Basing on the fragmentary legends and the variations on the obverse symbols, the coins in tiLw* 
hoard have been classified into the following types j 

Type la and I .. belonging to Chamtamula . 

Type II Vtrapurisadatta. 

Type III Ehavala Chamtamula . 

Type IV .. Rudrapurisadatta. 

Coins bearing legends, but of doubtful ascription have been classified under ‘DoubtfW 
Category’ and described in detail. 

The rest of the coins of the hoard though they do not contain any legends in their present con? 
dition have been included under 6 Illegible coins’. This last categojy has been found to be quite useftfcl 
in the study of symbols, technique and peculiarities in the casting of these coins. 


Description Size Weight 

grains § 


type la & I 


S1RI CHAMTAMULA : CHATMULA 

type-i a, lead (Asvamedha Type) 

1* Obverse Horse facing right? a post ( Yupa) at right corner 

Legend: Hazy, lower part of the letters alone extant, reads 
{Siri) cata 

R&wse Ujjain symbol: Four circles connected by a cross 


type-i 


2. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 
■ te§Swi : siri ca (ta) 

Reverse Ujjain symbol : as above 


. 6 " 


47 


.e 


45 
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No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


3. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, advancing 

Legend: siri ca 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol same as above 

.6" 

40 

4. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right* trunk part missing 

Legend: letters are small and finer, siri ca 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, same as above 

.6' 

50 

5. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri ca 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

6. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk uplifted - coin portion cut 
off below the tusk 

Legend: siri ca ( ta ) 




Reverse 

Symbol not properly impressed 

.7" 

50 

7. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: siri ca ( ta)l (not very clear) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

8. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, with trunk uplifted. There is rope 
hanging from the neck. 

Legend : siri ca ( ta)l 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.1” 

45 

9. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri ca 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.1" 

50 

10. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk uplifted and a rope hanging 
down loose 

Legend : (si) rica (td )? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

50 

11. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body missing 
Legend: siri ca 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

42 

12. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, with stretched legs, trunk part missing 
Legend: siri ca (ta) ? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

47 



12 


A CATALOGUE OF IK§vXKU COINS 


Vo. Description Size Weight in 

grains 

TYPE n, LEAD - SIRI V1RAPURlSADATTA 


13. 

Obverse 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: (si) ri vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, partly obliterated 

.7' 

46 

14. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: siri vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol: Fillet inside the circle shown prominently 

■ .7" 

60 

15. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

54 

16. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower part of the 
animal missing 

Legend: (si) ri vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

50 

17. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, body of the elephant 
is shown in three lumps 

Legend : (si) rivt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

60 

18. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: siri vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, only one of the four circles extant 

.6' 

40 

19. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Leg 2 nd : siri vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

37 

20. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right and in an advancing posture 

Legend: si (ri) vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

;6' 

35 

21. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (siri) vi {only lower portions of the letters are extant) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

40 

22. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right (mutilated) 

Legend: siri (vi)? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

36 

23. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend ; (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

41 
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No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


24. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend : (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

33 

25. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

30 

26. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right (trunk part missing) 

Legend: siri v/ (only lower portions of the letters are available). 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

30 

27. 

Obverse 

Elcpnant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: (si) rivl ret 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

42 

28. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (siri)vira. The bottom loop stroke of *ra* is turned 
towards right 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

29. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri ( vtra) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

30. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: (siri) vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

38 

31. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (siri) vt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

32. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk part missing 

Legend : sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol obliterated 

.6" 

40 

33. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, the uplifted part of the trunk missing 
Legend: siri vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

40 

34. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part missing 

Legend: siri (vf)? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 
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A catalogue of iksvXku coins 


No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


35. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (si)rivi (only lower portions of the letters extant) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

32 

36. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: "sirivV 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

54 

37. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

86 

38. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: (siri) vt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

50 

39. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: si rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

50 

40. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri (vi) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

70 

41. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (si) ri vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

42. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk as well as lower part of the 
animal missing 

Legend: (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

55 

43. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with upraised trunk 

Legend: sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

39 

44. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right,', trunk part missing 

Legend: siri (vi) 




Reverse 

Ujaain symbol 

.6' 

44 

45. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 

Legend : (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

39 
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No. 

Description 

Size 

Weight in 




grains 

46. Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: Vi ( Virapnrisa) 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

40 

47. Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk part missing 

Legend: sirivi 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

39 

48. Obverse, 

Elephant facing right with trunk loweied 

Legend: sirivi 



Reverse 

Not clear (Hazy representation of an elephant can be made . 
out, perhaps a counter - turn) 

.6" 

^5 

49. Obverse 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right 

Legend: (si) rivi 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

40 

50. Obverse 

Elephant facing right, lower body and trunk part missing 




Legend : (si) rivi 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

51. Obverse 

Elephant facing right, lower part of the animal missing 




Leg:nd: sirivi 



Reverse 

Ujjain sybmbol 

.6" 

35 

52. Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: (si) rivi (not very clear) 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

38 

53. Obverse 

Elephant facing right, crudely represented 

Legend : (si) rivi (lower part of the legend legible) 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

54. Obverse 

Elephant facing right 




Legend : sirivi 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol-incompletely impressed 

.6" 

40 

55. Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower part of the 
body missing 

Legend : (siri) vf 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

48 

56. Obverse 

Elephant facing right, advancing posture 

Legend: siri (vf) 



Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 
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A CATALOGUE OF [KSVXfCU COINS 


No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


57. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right,lower part and trunk missing 

Legend : sirivlra 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.i" 

58 

58. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri (vf) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

39 

59. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with upraised trunk 

Legend : siriytra 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

50 

60. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, lower body and trunk missing (coin 
in broken condition) 

Legend : (si) rivt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

61. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend : (ri) vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

38 

62. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing rjght 

Legend : (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

31 

63. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, tiunk part missnig, advancing pcstuic 
Legend : sirivira 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

44 

64. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend : sirivt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

42 

65. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 

Legend: (ri) vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

34 

66. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, ciude form of 
animal is represented. 

Legend : (si) rivt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6 " 

39 

67- 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, lower body and trunk part missing 

Legend : (siri) vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

45 
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No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


68. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 

Legend : sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, partly obliterated 

.6' 

31 

69. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (si) rivt 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

. 6 " 

40 

70. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, advancing, trunk portion missing 





Legend: sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

39 

71. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend : Puri (£a)? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

43 

72. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 





Legend ; (ri) vi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

73. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk missing, the rope hanging down 
from the neck is clearly shown 

Legend: (siri) vf 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 


50 

74. 

Obverse 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right with trunk upraised 





Legend : sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

53 

75. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower part of the 
body missing 

Legend : (si) rivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

76. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 

Legend : sirivi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

35 

TYPB III, LEAD -&IRI EHAVALA CHAMTAMJjLA : SJR1 EBVVALA CHXMTAMJ)LA 


77. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk portion missing 

Legend: (si) ri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

54 

78. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower part of 
the body missing 

Legend: Siri\Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

49 
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A CATALOGUE OF IKSvXKU COINS 


No. 


Description 


Size 


79. Obverse Elephant, a tusker, facing right 

Legend: (si) ri E(ha) 

Reverse Ujjain symboi • 6" 

80. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body 

missing 

Legend: SiriEha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6" 

81. Obverse Elephant facing right with upraised trunk, back portion 

of the body missing 
Legend:(iS7r/) Eha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6" 


82; Obverse Elephant facing right with trunk upraised ? lower portion 
of the body missing 
Legend: SiriEha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol : .6" 


83. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body missing 
"Legend: (si) ri Eha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol, the cross connecting the four circles is 

slightly bigger .6" 


84. Obverse Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: (si) ri Eha 
Reverse Ujjain symbol 

■% 

85. Obverse Elephant facirg right with trunk upraised 

Legend :(s/) ri Eha 
Reverse Ujjain symbol 


. 6 " 


. 6 ' 


86. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body 

' ‘ ’ ”*.' "’nrissihg ' " " 

Legend: SiriE(ha) , 

Reverse Ujjain symbol 


87. Obverse Elephant facing right, hack,part of the body with tail visible, 

.. trash part .missing 
Legend: siri E%ka) 



. 6 ' 


Weight in 
grains 


55 


42 


40 


50 


39 


40 


40 


. 6 " 


30 
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No. 


Description 


Size Weight in 
grains 


88. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend : (si) ri E (ha) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

30 

89. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, lower part of the body missing 

Legend: (si) ri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

36 

90. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, leg portion mutilated 
Legend: (si) ri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

45 

91. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, leg portion missing 
Legend: (Siri) Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

52 

92. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (Siri) E(hd) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

41 

93. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: Siri E(ha) 




'Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

94. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower part missing 
Legend: (si) ri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

50 

95. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend : Siri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

55 

96. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk upraised lower part of the body 





missing 

Legend: (si) ri Eha 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

61 

97. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, partly visible, lower 
part of the body missing 

Legend : (si) riEha 




Reverse 

Ujjain, symbol 

.6" 

48. 
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A CATALOGUE OF IKSVAKU COINS 


No. 


Description 


Size 


98. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body missing 

Legend: siri Ehu 

Reverse Ujjain symbol, partly obliterated .6' 

99. Obverse Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, hind part of the 


body missing 
Lege nd: (si) ri Eha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6' 

100. Obverse Elephant facing right 

Legend: (Siri) Eha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6' 

101. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: (Siri) Eha (only lower part of the legend is visible) 

Reverse Ujjain symbol . .6' 

102. Obverse Elephant facing right, back part of the body missing 

Legend : (Siri) E (ha) 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6* 

103. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk upraised 

Legend: Siri Eha 

Reverse Ujjain symbol J" 

104. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend : Siri E (ha) or (siri vi) ? 

Reverse Ujjain symbol .6* 

105. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend : (siri) Eha 
Reverse Ujjain symbol 


type tv - LEAD - RVDRAPJJRJsA DA TTA 

10& Obmtse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body missing 
Legend: Purifa 
'Reverse Ujjain symbol 

10?. Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk and lower part of the body missing 
Legend : Siri m 


.7" 


Weight in 
grains 

37 

35 

5© 

62 

34 

40 

42 

56 

50 


. 6 " 


33 
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No. 


Description 

Size 

Weight in 





grains 

108. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing left (?) with trunk upraised? 

Legend: Siri ru (da)l 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol obliterated 

.6" 

45 

109. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: (si) ri rudapu 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

45 

110. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: Siri Ruda 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, partly obliterated 

.6" 

48 

111. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised (missing) 
Legend: (Si) ri Ru (da) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

45 



DOUBTFUL COINS 



112. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: siri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

39 

113. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (r/)? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6” 

34 

114. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk hanging down. 

Legend: (si) ri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7" 

44 

115. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk uplifted , 

Legend: Illegible 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

45 

116. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Siri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

117. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk uplifted 

Legend: Siri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

118. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: not clear 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

50 
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Description 

Size 

Weight 





grains 

119. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Siri 


58 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

120. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk hanging down 

Legend: ri? 


40 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

121. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (si) ri 


23 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

122. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: sir hi 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

31 

123. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: Siri (ru) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

45 

124. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: (ri) ri (ru) 

.6" 

40 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 



125. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend : siri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

35 

126. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk uplifted 

Legend: (si) ri 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

33 

127. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Illegible 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

37 

128. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Not clear 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 

tm. 

0kmmm 

Elephant facing r«#t 




Reve r$e 

.l^piad: SM 
''llljua'-' aywfeol 

.6' 

35 

tm 


''timkm right with trunk hanging dewri 





illegible 






.6* . 

38 
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No. 


Description 

Size 

Weight in 





grains 

131. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: Hazy - Eha’l 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

40 

132. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Ehal 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

56 

133. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, a tusker, trunk and back part of 
body missing 

Legend: can be read with difficulty (si) ri Eha (7) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol, partly obliterated 

.6' 

58 

134. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, advancing 

Legend: seems to contain inscription, reads Siri E 7 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

43 

135. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk pait missing 

Legend: (si) ri vt ( 7) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

55 

136. 

Obverse 

Elephant a tuske; facing right, with trunk upraised 





Legend: (ri) vi 7 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

51 

137. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, with trunk upraised 

Legend: Sirivi (?) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6® 

33 

138. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right 

Legend: Sirivi ( 7) 


- 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

34 

139. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: Hazy, can be read as siriva (7) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.7' • 

40 

140. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk and lower pait of the body missing 
Legend: Hardly reads siri Eha (?) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

60 

141. 

1 * 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, lower portion of 
the animal missing 

Legend: rivil 


63 


Reverse 

Ujjain symbcl 

.6' 


IC-6 
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No. 

... . 

Description 

Size 

Weight 





grains 

142. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, crude form of the 
animal represented 

Legend: haridy reads ‘Ehu'l 




Reverse 

Ujjjain symbol, partly obliiented 

.6" 

49 

143. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: can be read with difficulty riri ? 




IWCirClWS 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

40 

144. 

(Averse 

Elephant facing right with trunk uptaised 

Legend: (si) riri ? 




leveise 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

•'42 

145. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend; (r/) ri ? 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6* 

50 

146. 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 

Legend: (si) riri (?) 




Reverse 

Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

41 

147. 

SywEPPPSasCS 

Elephant facing right, trunk part missing 
legend: (j/rivi) ? 




Reverw 

Ujjain symbol 

.6' 

30 

14S. 

Obverse 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right with trunk upraised 

Legend: siri(ri) ? 


. j 


Reverse 

Ujpin symbol 

.6" 

26 

I4». 

Obverse 

Elephant facing right with uplifted trunk, back and lower 
part of the body missing 
legend: («') ri (rf) ? 




'Revue 

Ifjjaia symbol 

.6" 

35 

ISO. 

laRiRPppii* 

Elephant facing right 

Legend; (ri) 




KfflMRI 

Ufaia symbol 

.6' 

40 

1% 

Ob*** 

facing right 



K3-* 

®bint inscription, hardly reads (sirivird) (?) 

.6' 

40 



CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUE 


35 


No. 

Description 



Size 

Weight in 
grains 

152. 

Obverse Elephant facing right, trunk pa.it missing 
Legend; Hazy, hardly reads siriviropul 
Reverse Ujjain symbol 



.6" 

45 . 

153'. 

Obverse Elephant facing right with trunk upraised, rear portion missing 
Legend: (,v/) rivt (?) 

Reverse Ujjain symbol 

.6" 

40 



LEAD - ILLEGIBLE COINS 




No. 

Description 

Obverse 

Rover so 

Shape 

Size 

Weight in 
grains 

Remarks 

154. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised, lower and 
back part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Oblong, 

slightly 

pointed 


46 


155. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
part, missing. 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

50 


156. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
pari missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6"' 

36 


157. 

Elephant facing right, uplifted 
portion of trunk missing, the 
hanging rope’from the neck is 
quite prominent 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

32 


158. 

Elephant lacing right, badly 
obliterated 

Ujjain symbol 

Cricuiar 

.6" 

49 


159. 

Elephant facing right, back 
portion of the elephant missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

• 40 


160. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing ■ 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

35 Overlapping 
marks are clear 

161. 

Elephant facing right with trunk 
upraised 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

34 


162. 

Elephant facing right* rear 
portion with tail extant 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 
but with a 
pointed 
projection 
at one end 

.6' 

53 ’ 
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No. 

Description 

Obverse 

Reverse 

Shape 

Size 

Weight in 
grains 

Remarks 

,63. 

Elephant facing right, with 
trunk uplifted 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

46 


164. 

Elephant facing right, with 
trunk part missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

48 

The symbol of 
elephant is 
complete 
though crude. 

165. 

Elephant facing right, the ani¬ 
mal appears to be too small 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

37 


166. 

Elephant facing right, trunk & 
back part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol. 

Circular 

.7" 

40 


167. 

Completely obliterated 

Obliterated 

Circuku 

.6" 

48 


168. 

Elephant facing right, rather 
short in structure 

Ujjain symbol, 
partly defaced 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


169. 

Elephant facing right, back 
part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Ciiculcr 

.6* 

40 


170. 

Elephant facing right, advanc¬ 
ing, trunk part missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.7" 

40 

Overlapping 
marks very 
clear 

171. 

Elephant facing right, advanc¬ 
ing, trunk portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


172. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
as well as back portion of the 
animal missing 

Ujjain symbol 
only one Circle 
with a central 
pillet promi¬ 
nently shown 

Circular 

.6" 

38 


173. 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right, 
only tail portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

. 46 

Overlapping 
marks on the re¬ 
verse quite clear 

174; 

Elephant facing right, badly 
obliterated, the circle defin¬ 
ing the margin is very clear 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.7' 

46 


175. 

Elephant facing right, (broken) 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

39 


176. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing , 

Ujjain symbol, 

. obliterated 

Circular 

> 

40 

The elephant 
looks as though 
it is leaving the 
circle 



CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUE 
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Obverse 


Description 


Reverse 


Shape Size Weight in 


Remarks 


grams 


177. Elephant facing right,trunk 
part missing 

178. Elephant facing right, back 
part of the body missing 

179. Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing* three stiff legs 
are prominent 

180. Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing 

181. Elephant facing right, back 
part of the body missing 

182. Elephant facing right, 

183. Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised, back part of 
the body missing 

184. Elephant facing right, mutila¬ 
ted and crude 

185. Elephant, a tusker, facing right 


186. Elephant facing right with 
trunk hanging down 

187. Elephant facing right, lower 
and back part of the body 
missing 

188. Elephant right 

189. Elephant facing right, with 
trunk upraised, back portion 
of the animal missing 

190. Elephant, a tusker, facing 
right 

191. Elephant facing right, trunk 


Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

47 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6’ 

46 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

29 

Ujjain symbol, 
obliterated 

Circular 

.6" 

34 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

33 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

37 


Ujjain symbol Circular .6" 40 

Ujjain symbol Circular .6* 48 Overlapping 

symbol on re¬ 
verse prominent 

Ujjain symbol Circular ;T 63 Overlapping 

marks on the 
reverse. 

Ujjain symbol | Circular .6* 45 


very clear 




Ujjain symbol 

Citcular 

.7" 

66 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

45 

Ujjain symbol; 

Circular 

.6" 

45 


portion missing 
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No. _ Description _ Shape Size Weight in Remarks 


Obverse 

Reverse 



grains 


192. Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol, 
obliterated 

Circular 

.6" 

61 


193. Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

58 


194. Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

. .7' 

56 


195. Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised and the lower 
part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


196. Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing 

Ujjain symbol, 
obliterated 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


197. Blepnant facing right with 
trunk upraised and back and 
lower part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

53 

Compares well 
with the Pot in 
issues of 
&ntavahan&s 

198. Elephant facipg right, trunk 
portion missing, crude 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


199. -.Elephant facing right, trunk 
and lower part of the body 
: . missing 

. Ujjain symbol 
partly oblite¬ 
rated 

Circular 

.6" 

39 


200. • Elephant facing right. Very 
. i crude 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

;.6" 

42 

Reverse symbol 
shows that it 
had a well-de¬ 
fined margin 
perhaps an 

independent 
mould 

201. Elephant facing right, lower 
and back part of the body : 

missing, very crude. 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

32 ■ 


262. Elephant facing right, back 
portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

68 


203. Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


204. Elephant facing right; there is a 

it'-- Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

' 56 



chisel mark on the trunk port ion 



CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUE 


No. 

Descrii 

Obverse 

ion 

Reverse 

Shape 

Size 

Weight in Remarks 

grains 

205. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 
partly oblite¬ 
rated 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


206. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


207. 

Elephant facing right, oblite¬ 
rated partly . 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


208. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


209. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

50 


210. 

Elephant facing right ’ 

Elephant facing right, trunk 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

. 49 

In the Ujjain 
symbol the 
marks are tri¬ 
angular rather 
than circular 

211. 

Ujjain symbol 

Slightly 

.7' 

50 


portion missing 


oval 



212. 

Elephant facing right . 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

. .6" 

60 


213. 

Elephant facing right, 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

50 



obliterated 

obliterated 



214. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

49 


215. 

Elephant facing right >Vith 
trunk upraised 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


216. 

Elephant facing right, back 
part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6": 

. 52 


217. 

Elephant facing right/tYunk 
part missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


218. 

Not clear 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

38 


219. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing ' 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

*6' 

40 


220. 

Elephant facing right ’ ? 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


221. 

Elephant facing right ‘ 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 


222. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

49 


223. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 


224. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 




A CATALOGUE OF IKSVXKU COINS 


No. 

Description 

Obverse Reverse 

Shape 

Size 

Weight 

grains 

in Remarks 

225. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Oblong 

.8' 

41 

Indication of 
heavy hammer¬ 
ing apparent. 

226. 

Elephant facing right with 
upraised trunk 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

45 


227. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

48 


228. 

Elephant facing right, not 
very clear 

Ujjain symbol 

Oblong 
(pointed) : 

.7' 

40 


229. 

Elephant facing right, not 
very clear 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

41 


230. 

Elephant facing right, 
advancing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

44 


231. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

50 


232. 

Elephant facing right,not clear 

Ujjain symbol, 
obliterated 

Circular 

.6' 

49 


233. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

52 


234. 

Elephant facing right, back 
portion of the body as well 
as trunk missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 


235. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 


236. 

Elephant facing right, 
advancing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

: .6' 

39 


237. 

Elephant f acing right, crude 
form of the animal 

Ujjain symbol, 
obliterated 

Circular 

.6' 

50 


238. 

Elephant facing right; crude . 
form of the animal 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

48 


239. 

Elephant facing right 
crude form ofthe animal 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

50 


240. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 


241. 

Elephant facing right * 

Ujjain symbol 

Ciicular 

.6' 

48 


242. 

Elephant facing right "with 
trunk upraised, standing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

50 


w. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 

Ujjain symbol 

. Circular 

.6' 

50 



and lower part of the body 



CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGUE 


Obverse 


Description 


Reverse 


Shape Size Weight in Remarks 


grains 


244. Elephant facing right, crude Ujjain symbol Circular 6' 
and much worn out 


245 

. Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

30 

246. 

. Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing 

Ujjain symbol, 
partly obliterated 

Circular 

.6* 

37 

247. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 

248. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
and lower part of the body 
missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 

249. 

Not clear 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 

250. 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right, 
with trunk upraised 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

40 

251. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
part missing 

Ujjhin symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

50 

252. 

Elephant facing right with 
uplifted trunk 

Ujjain symbol 

CiicuU’r 

.6" 

39 

253. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 

254. 

Elephant facing right with trunk 
upraised, lower and back 
part of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

35 

255. 

Elephant facing right, trunk, 
back and lower part of the 
body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

42 

256. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

33 

257. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised, back pajt 
of the body missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

37 

258. 

Elephant facing right, back 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

46 


and lower part of the body 
missing 

IC—7 
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Description _ Shape Size Weight in Remarks 



Obverse 

Reverse 



grains 


259- 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


260. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised, representation 
very crude, trunk and tail 
uplifted 

Ujjain symbol 

Ciicular 

.7" 

52 



261. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 


262. 

Elephant facing right, very 

Uiiain symbol. 

Circular 

.6" 

34 



crude and obliterated partly 

obliterated 





263. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunk upraised, advancing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.C" 

26 


264. 

Elephant facing right, trunk 
portion missing, the animal 
is rather too small 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

32 


265. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunlc upraised, rear porticn 
missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 



266. 

Elephant facing right with 
trunlc upraised, rear portion 
missing 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

40 


267. 

Elephant facing right, oblite¬ 

Ujjain symbol, 

Oblong 

.V 

38 



rated 

obliterated 

pointed 




268. 

Elephant facing right, very 
crude form of the animal 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

52 


m 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Cijcular 

.6' 

55 


270. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Oblong 

(broken) 

.6' 

20 


271. 

Elephant facing right 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6' 

39 

Ujjain symbol 
smaller than 

272. 

Elephant facing right, 
completely obliterated 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6" 

40 

others 

273. 

Elephant, a tusker, facing right 
trunk, upraised 

Ujjain symbol 

Circular 

.6* 

38 


tic 

Elephant facing right, trunk 

Ujjain symbol 

Ciucular 

.6' 

40 

Pressed in to 
a cup shape 


Chapter IV 


CONCLUSION 

The names and values of these coins is difficult to conjecture. Inscriptions found at Nagur- 
Junakonda refer to names of certain coins donated by the pious pilgrims to the Stupa for certain 
benefaction prescribed presumably belonging to the currency in vogue during the lkpvaku rule. The 
Maha Chaityct inscription 1 mentions the donations of 170 Dinari masakas by Mahatalavari Chamtisiri- 
nika of the Pukiya, while another found near the auditorium and Hartthi temple refer to an 
1 Aksayamvi' or perpetual endowment consisting of one hundred Diriari masakas (Dinari masha— 
Satam ). 


Karshapat}a the silver punch-marked coin, known from early literature, of which numerous 
hoards have been reported from different parts of India appear to be the standard medium of 
exchange from about 6th century B.C. onwards with all its submultiples, of which Pacini himself 
mentions as £ ardha (ardha iabde rupa kdrdhaiya rudhih) bhaga ( bhaga iabdopi rupa kardhasya 
vachakah ) 1/4 as pada and 1/16 as masha 2 . Ja takas also refer to the name of current coin, kahapana or 
Karshapctrta while the Astadhyayi used both the words pana and Karshapana. Later on the name 
Prati for karshapana is mentioned in Maha Bhdrata - Sabhaparva (pratikamca tatam Vriddhya 
dadasya finam—anugrahani). Curiously the Nasik cave inscription of U§avaddta records one Pratika as 
the interest on 2000 and 3/4 pratika or padika on 1000 karsapanas. Stttra - V of Panini mentions 
Masa. Masa was both the silver and copper coin. The silver Masa is 1/16part of a Karsapapa and 
weighs 2 rattis i.e. 3.6 grams. 3 Actually specimens of Masa coins were found at Bhir Mound, Taxila 
and at Thatari in old Central Provinces. There are minute coins with a single symbol stamped on 
one side, weighing 2 to 3 grains. 4 5 The copper masa is a sub-multiple and weighs 6 rattis, i.e. one- 
sixteenth of a Tdmrikapana. According to Kautilya, the lower divisions of copper series were ardha- 
mashaka, kakani , and ardha-kakani. Curiously Jatakas also refer to ardhamasha, though the other 
two varieties, kakani and ardha-kakani were not mentioned by Panini, they seem to have been 
current after the days of Panini , since they are mentioned by Katydyana. 

A silver punch-marked coin of 20 mushas is called Vimsatika. Evidently this was a silver 
coin in use, since we find mention of it in Samantapasadhika-Buddhaghoshds commentary on 
Vinayapitaka. Buddhaghosha mentions that in the time of Bimbisara in the Rajagriha a 
kahapana was equal to 20 Masakas. Therefore one pada is equal to five masakas. YajHavalkya 
Smriti "mentions a pula weight to be equal to 4 or 5 suvarnas on the basis of which the Mitakshara 
notes: Panchusuvarnd-pala - pakse vimsetmeshahpemo bhavetti (Yaj. Smriti, 1, 365) i.e., in the caw of 
a pala equalling five suvarnas , the pala has a weight of 20 mashasA 

1. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XX, p. 19. 

2. Origin and Early History of Coinage in Ancient India, by A. S. Altekar, J. N. S. I., Vol. XV, pt 1 ft. 

3. Ancient coins as known to Panini, by V. S. Agrawala; J. N. S. I., Vol. XV, p. 32. 

4. J. N. S. i., Vol. VIII, p. 41 and, Vol. XIII, p. 168. 

5. Ancient Coins as known to Panini, by V. S. Agrawala, I. N. S. I„ Vol. XV, p. 32. 
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A CATALOGUE OF IKSVAKU COINS 

As has been alluded to already, the inscriptions found at Nagarjundko'Q&a refer to DinUri 
Masaka, Le. coins in currency during the period of Iksvakus . Some interesting information about 
the coin names is available in a Jain Prakrit text ‘ Angavijja ’ which deals with prognostication 
on the basis of bodily signs and other physical objects. 1 This interesting manuscript has been 
assigned by the editors to the closing period of KusSnas , i.e. Circa 3-4th Centuries A.D., and 
therefore contemporary to the Iksvaku period at Nagarjunakonda. It supplies a list of coins names in 
vogue during that pei-iod. 

1. Suvdrna Masaka (Suvarna Mashaka) 

2. Rayaya Masaka (Rajata Mashaka) 

3. Dinara Masaka (Dinara Mashaka) 

4. Nana Masaka (Nanaka Masaka) 

5. Kahapana (Karsapana) 

6. Khattapaka ( Ksatrapaka) 

7. Pura$a ( PurUna) 

8. Sdteraka (Stater) 

Of these, Qinari Masaka has been identified as a sub-multiple of the standard Dinar ins coin weighing 
121 grains which was thestandard adopted by the Kusanas in imitation of the Roman Aurei. 

But the relationship between the Dinari masaka and the lead coins of Iksvakus , with regard to 
their weights and values is again a problem which cannot be satisfactorily solved. Unfortunately 
though 'Haranyas* are mentioned in the inscriptions, no gold or silver coin of Iksvakus has been 
discovered so far while their lead issues are available in thousands. Buddhcighasa refers to the 
"^stehce and'use of Masaka coins of various metals, wood and even lac, but he is silent about 
their values and weights. The softness of metal used for these coins must have presented considerable 
difficulty in their handling as well in actual life, besides raising doubts whether they have been backed 
$jr any purchasing power. 

The occurrence of these coins of cheaper metals like lead, in large numbers can be explained 
only as suggested by Prof. V.S. Agrawala, that these might have been minted for colleting taxes like 
Drisadi Masaka etc. which were levied and collected on a mass scale in our country, from the time of the 
Mauryas* The minute size and weight of these coins admirably suited the purpose for such frequent 
payments collected. It is not unlikely that Iksvakus also collected taxes per capita, and for that 
purpose issued this coinage in cheaper metals. 
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Type II —Vtrapurisadatta Coins 
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Type II —Virapurisadatta Coins 
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Type III —Ehavala Chsmiamtila Coins 
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Type IV —Rudraf urisadalta Coins 
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